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The 
Bishop 
Speaks

Front Cover: Kindergarten are keen to learn at St Joseph’s West Tamworth

I don’t think I’m alone in saying that I often worry 
about our young people. Worry is probably not quite 
the right word since, as I often say to people, “If 
you’re concerned about somebody or something 
don’t worry, since worry doesn’t achieve anything, 
instead pray for that person or that situation.”

So, I am concerned for our young people and often 
pray for them. I’m not concerned because our young 
people are bad. I’m concerned because they are good 
and because it seems so much harder these days than 
it was in mine for good young men and women to 
stay true to themselves, to God, and to their faith.

One thing that certainly helps young people in their 
life of faith and goodness is support: support from 
their family and support from their friends. It was 
such a joy to see nearly twenty thousand young 

Australian Catholics supporting each other at the 
Australian Catholic Youth Festival in Sydney in 
December.

This three-day festival included concerts, talks, 
testimonies, Masses, prayer, confessions, workshops, 
Q&A’s, an EXPO of all things Catholic, and much, 
much, more. Sydney Olympic Park was transformed 
into Catholic Disneyland for three days. Everywhere 
you went you saw young people enjoying themselves 
and talking openly and joyfully with nuns in habits, 
priests in collars, and bishops in colourful robes.

One of the things that I and the other bishops enjoyed 
most about the festival was simply wandering about 
and talking with the youth. We wanted them to know 
that we support them, that we are there for them. 
Dear young people, we want to talk with you, to 

Supporting 
Our Good 
Young People

Bishop Michael Kennedy with the youth from the Diocese of Armidale at the ACYF17
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Most Reverend Michael Kennedy

Bishop of Armidale

answer your questions, and to listen to you. We want 
to get to know you and enable you to get to know us.

I witnessed thousands of young people express 
publicly and loudly their joy in being Catholics and 
in being loved by God, as well as their desire and 
commitment to be faithful and courageous even 
though it will not be easy. Indeed, it is not easy to 
stay true, and some may fall short. I am praying for 
them and ask us all to pray for them, that they will 
not give up no matter how often they may fall.

About a hundred young people from the Diocese of 
Armidale took part in the festival and I hope even 
more young people will travel with me to Perth for 
the next festival in December 2019.

The Sydney festival saw the launch of a “Year of 
Youth” in Australia to run throughout 2018 to 
coincide with ten years since Sydney World Youth 
Day and to coincide with the Synod of Bishops to 
take place in Rome in October this year on the theme 
“Young people, faith, and Vocational Discernment.”

The Church in Australia is taking as its inspiration 
for this Year of Youth something Pope Francis said 
to the millions of young people gathered for the 2016 
World Youth Day in Krakow, Poland. “My friends”, 
he said, “Jesus is the Lord of risk, he is the Lord of 
the eternal “more”.  Jesus is not the Lord of comfort, 
security and ease.  Following Jesus demands a good 
dose of courage, a readiness to trade in the couch 
for a pair of walking shoes and to set out on new 
and uncharted paths.  To blaze trails that open up 
new horizons capable of spreading joy, the joy that 

is born of God’s love and wells up in your hearts 
with every act of mercy.”

Lets all make a special effort this year to pray for 
and support our good young people.

The Moree representatives with Bishop Michael Kennedy: Joshua Elbourne, Maddison Bell, Nicholas Fisher, Chloe Makim, Mr Richard 
Clark,  Isabella O'Neile, Clancy Carroll, Fr Christopher, Miss Lauren Donnelly.

Liam Skinner, Isabella O’Neile, Kantalli Quinlin, 
Sophie Warner, and Olivia Moore
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Good Works by St Vincent 
de Paul Society in our 
Diocese
The following is a snapshot of the works of the conferences in the 
Diocese of Armidale in the 2016/2017 financial year

Interviews conducted 4,427

People helped 2,485

People helped once or twice 83%

People helped more than 3 times in the year 17%

Funds distributed $569,422

…….. for Electricity $220,956

…….. for Food $127,903

…….. for Accommodation $49,745

…….. for Medical, travel, goods, telephone etc $170,818

52% of those helped are non Aboriginal and 48% are Aboriginal

77% are from single and sole parent households 

33% spend more than 30% of their income on rent putting them 
in the official position of being in ‘housing stress’ with insufficient 
income to meet other living costs
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Suggestions for parents of children with anxiety
•	 Empathize with your child’s feelings, label them, and never belittle or scold your child for his or her fears. 

Empathy means expressing acceptance and understanding but is not necessarily overly sympathetic.

•	 Remain calm and positive yourself about the pending separation and your child’s distress about it. Help 
your child focus on the fun things he or she has to look forward to during the day while you are apart.

•	 Plan a special activity for you and the child to do together after you are reunited

•	 When saying goodbye, never sneak out. Face the separation head on with a hug, kiss, special ritual, and 
cheerfully encourage your child to have a fun day. Don’t return multiple times or prolong the goodbye

•	 Don’t give in and allow your child to avoid the separation as it will positively reinforce the anxious 
behaviour

•	 Develop consistent rituals around saying goodbye and hello with your child, e.g., giving each other a high-
five, kiss and cuddle

•	 Role play saying goodbye bravely with your child while you are at home.

•	 Expect set backs after disruptions in routine e.g., after holiday vacations or even long weekends.

•	 Expect that your child will perhaps be more irritable while struggling with separation anxiety and do not 
become overly reactive or critical in response.

•	 If there are physical symptoms of distress, have your child checked out by your paediatrician or family 
physician to rule out any medical conditions. Invite the physician to become a part of the intervention 
process.

This resource was suggested as a good resource for parents helping them to understand how to explain and 
discuss anxiety with a child or adolescent: 
https://www.anxietybc.com/sites/default/files/TalkingtoYourChildabout.pdf
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K A R L  G E R A R D  S C H M U D E  -  K N I G H T H O O D

Citation
Knight of the Pontifical Equestrian Order of Saint Gregory the Great

Karl Gerard Schmude
The awarding of a Knighthood in the Pontifical Equestrian 
Order of Saint Gregory the Great recognises a life of 
service to the Church, of unusual labours, of support of 
the Holy See, and a good example set in an individual’s 
community and country. It is fitting that on December 17 
2017 Karl Gerard Schmude was bestowed this honour by 
Pope Francis. 

After attending Christian Brothers’ College Rose Bay 
and Waverley College, Karl completed a Bachelor of 
Arts Degree at the University of Sydney and a Diploma 
in Librarianship at the University of New South Wales. 
His career as a librarian saw him in roles at the State 
Library of NSW, the NSW Department of Education and, 
for thirty years, the University of New England. The Karl 
Schmude Special Collections Room in Dixon Library 
at UNE recognises his outstanding contribution to the 
University.

Karl’s contributions and involvement in academic, 
literary and spiritual pursuits in the Catholic liberal arts 
tradition began with his father, Alfred’s, membership of 
the Campion Society. It was here Karl was introduced to 
the Catholic intellectual renaissance of the 20th century 
– in particular to the writings of GK Chesterton and 
Christopher Dawson.

From this introduction Karl has made significant 
contributions to:

•	 Fostering an appreciation of GK Chesterton’s 
writings and the value of his thought in Australia 
and internationally through the Australian and 
International Chesterton Societies. He is editor of 
The Defendant and a regular contributor to it and 
The Chesterton Review.

•	 He has written prolifically in these publications, has 
written a biographical booklet on Chesterton and 
writes regularly in the Catholic Weekly and other 
journals.

•	 Through the Christopher Dawson Centre for Cultural 
Studies and in general articles and publications 
on Christopher Dawson he has contributed to the 
intellectual discourse into the religious nature of 
human culture

•	 He was instrumental in establishing Campion 
College, a liberal arts tertiary college based on the 
vision and mission of Saint Edmund Campion SJ. 
He was the Executive Director, is on the Board 
of Trustees and has established philanthropic 
support for the College and built up a library of 
approximately 50,000 books.

•	 In the Diocese of Armidale, Karl responded to the 
request of his Bishop to become the chairman of 
Saint Albert’s College Board in 2014. He has been 
a key figure in the transformation of the College 
in the areas of governance, management, strategic 
direction and risk management. He stepped down 
from this role in December 2017.

Karl is indeed most worthy to be a Knight of the Pontifical 
Equestrian Order of Saint Gregory the Great.

Bishop Michael Kennedy presents Karl Schmude with the Papal Brief 
of the Knighthood of St Gregory

Karl Schmude stands proudly with Bishop Michael Kennedy after 
receiving the Insignia for the Knighthood of St Gregory
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Karl Schmude – Knight of St Gregory the Great

I have to admit to some difficulty in seeing today as a 
celebration of my achievements. It sounds like false 
modesty, I know, but I do see them as things I was called 
to do – and in a sense, expected to do – rather than all of 
my doing. They were a vocational call, a commission, 
and they represent a sacred trust. I don’t know why God 
picked on me. (I hope all will be revealed on the Last 
Day!) But I do think that God wanted these various things 
done, and He asked me to do them – and he gave me the 
time, and the opportunity, and I guess the modicum of 
talent needed, to do them. As John Henry Newman, now 
beatified, once put it so well: “God has created me to do 
Him some definite service. He has committed some work 
to me which He has not committed to another.”

Karl Schmude

When I was at school, I had an amazing teacher who 
often spoke of being Kingdom People, and I now know 
the true example of this notion through Karl and Virginia 
who are loyal servants actively living out the gospel 
values in action and word everyday.

Karl is fiercely loyal – to the Church, the Bishop and the 
College and he was going to bring Albies back to life 
with or without my help.

Both he and Virginia have three beautiful traits which 
to me are the core of any great relationship – respect, 
humility & integrity.

Karl, you and Virginia truly are Kingdom People, as 
can been seen here today by your 14 grandchildren, the 
Schmude kingdom is growing and long may it and your 
many legacies live on.

Jason Lincoln

I don’t think anyone can doubt that few Australians could 
be more worthy of the honour of a Papal Knighthood 
than Karl. If the truth be known, he has always been 
secretly a knight and an aristocrat, since his grandfather, 
who migrated to Australia in the 1890s, was Baron von

Schmude of the northern German state of Prussia. The 
“von” was dropped after his grandfather arrived in 
Australia, but perhaps Karl will now feel tempted to 
take it up again! Be that as it may, Karl’s services to the 
Catholic Faith and to Christian Culture in Australia have 
been unique in kind, and I have no doubt that they will be 
enduring in their effects.

I salute Karl Schmude, Papal Knight.

Dr Colin Jory

Previous recipients of the Papal Knighthood of St 
Gregory the Great
Mr Francis Joseph Henry Letters  1960 
Mr John Basil Regan   1960 
Mr Desmond Murray   1989 
Mr Henry William Carlon  2009 

K A R L  G E R A R D  S C H M U D E  -  K N I G H T H O O D

Karl & Virginia Schmude with their four boys, their wives and children.

Karl Schmude holds a knight on horseback – a representation of his 
KnighthoodKarl and Virginia with their youngest grandchildren
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Well known parishioner, Marcia Wilson was recently 
recognised in the Queen’s Birthday Honours List for her 
outstanding commitment to community organisations in 
the area over many years. Marcia received the Order of 
Australia Medal [OAM] from the Governor of NSW, The 
Honourable David Hurley AC DSC.

Marcia was born in Tamworth, educated at St Joseph’s 
School, Dungowan and St Dominic’s Priory Tamworth 
before commencing a long career in Psychiatric nursing 
at Callan Park Hospital, Roselle in Sydney and later at St 
Vincent’s Hospital Psych Unit in Darlinghurst. 

In 1989, Marcia, along with her husband George and 
their three children moved to Woolomin near Tamworth 
to help care for her aged parents. In 1992 she commenced 
volunteer work with Nundle Neighbourhood Aid and 
became the coordinator in 2002, a position she held until 
her retirement last year.

Marcia’s dedication to the welfare of others has seen her 
involved in caring for the needs of the aged and disabled 
residents of Nundle, Woolomin and Dungowan where 
she delivered Meals on Wheels, transported people to 
appointments in Tamworth and brightened the day for 
many residents by visiting them in their homes.

Marcia has also volunteered her services to the Woolomin/ 
Duncans Creek Community Group, Tamworth Stroke 
Recovery Club and Nundle Access Committee over 
many years.

Apart from her voluntary work in the community, Marcia 
finds time to set up for Mass in her Parish church and 

greets people with a welcoming smile and the parish 
bulletin as they arrive for Sunday Mass.

The Governor of NSW, The Honourable David Hurley 
AC DSC  wrote that Marcia’s Award confers high 
recognition for outstanding achievement and service to 
Australia and humanity.

Those who know and love Marcia recognise her 
commitment, dedication, compassion, generosity and 
selflessness and believe she is a very worthy recipient of 
the OAM.

Dungowan Parishioner is recipient of an OAM Award

Oliver (Ollie) Crawford, ex-student of St Philomena’s 
Moree, returns weekly to engage in the workplace at 
St Philomena’s School Moree, supporting the work of 
ancillary teams. 

 

Accompanied by James from Sunnyfield DisAbility 
Services, Ollie’s work in the canteen restacking fridges 
and shelves, returning library books to shelves in the 
Learning Centre and assisting the diverse work of the 
groundsman are important and valued contributions each 
Friday. 

 

When it’s not Friday, Ollie is a member of other workplace 
teams of the Moree business district. 

Adrian Heffer, Ollie Crawford & James Smith from Sunnyfield

Hand in Hand with the 
Community

Jess Read, Marcia Wilson, The Governor of NSW, The Honourable 
David Hurley AC DSC and Helen Read 
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The inaugural St Albert’s Legacy Long Lunch celebrated 
at the Kirribilli Club in Sydney, was a tremendous 
success with over 200 alumni and friends of the College 
in attendance. The event was a wonderful opportunity 
for the alumni community to reconnect with each other 
and saw the day filled with laughter, reminiscing and 
the odd ‘tall tale’. Alumni from across the decades were 
in attendance including Freshers from 1969 through to 
Valedicts from 2017.

The Sydney Reunion Committee was celebrating its 30th 
Anniversary, and the College was thrilled that this event 

was opened more broadly as a gathering of alumni and 
friends from across the decades. Attendees on the day 
included members of the St Albert’s family whose names 
are in folklore at the College, like Peter McCue, Janice 
Knight and of course the man whose name is synonymous 
with the long lunch, Michael Brent. 

The Long Lunch is an annual event held in Sydney, on the 
first Friday of December. For further information, please 
contact Alice Schmidt or Mary Wright at St Albert’s 
College on (02) 5733 5200 or email albiesalumni@une.
edu.au 

St Albert’s Alumni Long Lunch
St Albert’s Legacy Long Lunch

Lindsay Baker, Bob Lean, James Clifton, Charlie Mill, Andrew Brigdon and Richard Haire
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Our Catechists
“Catechesis is a pillar of faith education and we need good catechists!  Thank you for your service to the 

Church and in the Church. …. teaching the faith is something beautiful.” Pope Francis

Lights of our Lives
Margaret Guest, Jean Fairless and John Hallman received awards for 5 years of dedication to the teaching of Catechetics 
in December 2017. “The role Catechists play in the work of evangelization is vital in the church and in our parish. 
For five years, three of our catechist’s lives made it possible for our parish to bring the message of the Gospel to our 
children who are enrolled in the public Schools. There is no greater reward we can offer for their priceless generosity 
but our prayers. At St Francis Xavier’s Parish we join our Diocese to award them these certificates of recognition. And 
I encourage you parishioners to join them to work in the vineyard of the Lord as Catechist. We are always in need. 
Once again THANKYOU! “ Fr James Poovathinkal.

Prayer Support for SRE Teachers
in State Schools

Loving Father, we pray for all those who are SRE
Teachers and Assistants, Catechists 

in our State Schools.

They nurture the seed of faith and spread 
the word of God and the joy of the Gospel 

to the children they teach.

We pray for the success of their ministry to the
children in the State Schools.

We pray for more catechists, 
more ‘workers in the vineyard’ 

and that all those whom you are calling to this 
ministry will be open to answer your call.

We ask this through Jesus Christ Our Lord.

Margaret Guest, Jean Fairless and John Hallman with 
their 5 Year Catechist Awards

St Francis Xavier’s Parish Moree also celebrated the mission of their 
catechists - Maureen Wong and Maureen Carrigan with certificates for 10 
years of service; Linda Patrick and Shona O’Donnell with medals for 25 years 
of service
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A new Parish ministry for families with young children 
called Mother Effect had its first gatherings in Armidale 
at the end of 2017.

Mother Effect is based on a Catholic faith formation 
program for children called Catechesis of the Good 
Shepherd which aims to create opportunities for 
children to grow in their connection with Jesus and their 
understanding of the Church through use of their senses- 
doing various activities, singing and hearing stories.

Originally started in Brisbane by a mum of five young 
children, Mother Effect adapts Catechesis of the Good 
Shepherd to a younger age group, those children aged 
0-5 years.

The group in the Armidale Parish aims to enable mums 
and other caregivers to connect with each other in a 
warm and friendly environment while introducing young 
children to Jesus and His Church and fostering and 
developing relationships between mothers/carers and 
their children through shared activities.

Mothers, fathers, grandparents or other carers of young 
children are welcome to come along with their children 
and share time together at sessions which are held in 
the Holy Family Parish Centre at Sts Mary & Joseph’s 
Cathedral, Armidale between 10 am and 11.30 am on 
Thursdays during school term time. Other parishioners 
and Parishes are invited to pray for the success of this 
exciting new ministry.

Mother Effect

Sharing

The Holy Spirit is with us Keeping the flock together
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An account of the impact the Australian Catholic Youth 
Festival had on some of the St Philomena’s Students 

When we went to our first plenary, everyone was taken 
by surprise with what they had witnessed, it really 
connected to the youth. After that experience we went 
off and saw live music and talks. At 5.00 pm we went 
for ice cream then into the city to watch the lights at St 
Mary’s Cathedral, which was spectacular. Friday was 
another early start and even more amazing!  We went to 
more talks and saw what asylum seekers went through to 
get to Australia. We also saw a wonderful presentation 
on Laudato si’, that included Bishop Kennedy.  We left 
at 6 pm to return to our accommodation so we could 
get up early the next day for Bella’s practice at the big 
mass. While Bella was doing that, the rest of us went 
for breakfast and a shopping spree. We then went over 
the Sydney Harbour Bridge to Mary McKillop church, 
where we started our pilgrimage to the Domain and the 
final mass. That mass was the biggest and had the most 
people that I have ever seen to worship one God, the 
same God, in one place. The next day we got on the train 
home and talked about what happened and every song we 
could remember and if we couldn’t we would play it out 
loud so the whole train would learn it with us. That was 
one of the most memorable religious experiences I have 
attended and would love to go again. 

Nicholas Fisher, Year 9

The Australian Catholic Youth Festival certainly took me 
and my fellow classmates by surprise. I did not expect 
the atmosphere to be filled with as much joy, glee and 
God’s presence - like it was. Nor did I expect the Bishops, 
Priests and other members of the Catholic community 
to be accepting of our generation, I truly do feel more 

Bella O’Neile(centre) waiting for the offertory procession

Sr Hilda Scott from Jambaroo with Lauren Donnelly 
and Clancy Carroll

Australian Catholic Youth Festival
part of the Catholic Faith than I ever have. My favourite 
part of the 3-day experience was the opening plenary 
each morning – there were 20,000 people singing and 
dancing, all very excited for what the day ahead would 
bring. I could not recommend attending the 2019 ACYF 
in Perth enough, it is hands down one of the most 
amazing festivals you could possibly attend!

Maddison Bell, Year 9

From the moment I stepped foot off the train in Sydney, I 
was nervous as to what to expect on this crazy adventure. 
I didn’t think my experience was going to have such an 
important impact on me. In the plenaries, first thing each 
morning, the loud music was so exciting with everyone 
jumping around and screaming. I knew it wouldn’t be 
long until I joined in and experienced the fun for myself. 
Without a doubt, the Christmas lights at St Mary’s 
Cathedral were for sure the highlight of my time in 
Sydney. On Friday we were taken to the Dome for the 
“Asylum Seeker Simulation” activity and I honestly 
didn’t like the sound of it, I thought it was nothing I 
would like but by the end of it I had a whole new outlook 
of how hard life is for refugees and thought of myself 
in their position knowing I wouldn’t be as strong as 
them.  The last day which was the Mass, I was randomly 
selected to hand up the bread in the offertory procession, 
so while my group went and did other activities, I was 
rehearsing my part for the Mass. I was so honoured to 
do it, as I was representing St Philomena’s Moree. I am 
extremely thankful I had the opportunity to attend the 
trip and would definitely recommend anyone to go. 

Isabella O’Neile, Year 9
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ACYF

Yr 11 Students from O’Connor Catholic College head 
to the Domain for the conclusion Mass of the ACYF17

Phoebe Biddle and Grace Toakley The festival was all a bit much for Lachlan Fittler, 
Connor Dennehy and  Samuel Frazier

Enjoying some ‘down’ time - Harrison Sharman, Jake Minehan, 
Trent Low

Kalyee Smith and Katherine Hosking
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How can we support you? 
With a team of more than 100 locals across the New England 

North West, we understand where you are coming from. 
Centacare NENW offers a range of services and support to individuals, couples, families and 
workplaces including: 

 Mediation—Family Dispute Resolution; Property, finance & workplace mediation 
 Information & education sessions around mental health & family relationships 
 Case work support for individuals & families 
 Aboriginal and CALD support services  
 Counselling & psychological support 
 Free Gambling Help Service for problem gamblers & their families 
 Corporate/HR psychology & Employee Assistance Program 
 Free Carers counselling (through Carers NSW) 
 Disability support services 
 Support for young people through headspace Tamworth 

Call us to talk about the help that’s right for you and your family. 
1800 372 826 

www.centacarenenw.com.au  
Armidale, Gunnedah, Glen Innes, Inverell, Moree, Narrabri, Tamworth, Walgett & headspace Tamworth 

Father Bernie Melville celebrated his Diamond Jubilee 
in 2012 and has remained Parish Priest at St Michael’s, 
Manilla until his retirement. What a wonderful event in 
a Priest’s Life. Sixty years of devotion 
and dedication. The People of Manilla 
appreciated Fr Bernie Melville and 
his style of ministering to everyone in 
Manilla. The families of St Michael’s 
have also mushroomed under Father’s 
leadership.

Father Bernie ran a tight ship with him 
being the Captain. He has a ‘keen’ 
mind and reads profusely, earning 
the nickname ‘Prof’ from those in the 
Church who knew him well. Father 
Bernie educated his parishioners with 
Scientific, Historical and Church 
matters with great detail coming 
from his knowledge as he read The 
Sydney Morning Herald from front 
to back daily. He loved his football 
and especially ‘The Balmain Tigers’. 
He kept in tune with what was happening locally and 
around the world, highlighting war zones and religious 

conflict…Interesting topics for us to take home and act 
on, if necessary.

Fr Bernie was a very human person 
and people could relate to him well. He 
encouraged his parishioners on their 
‘Faith Journey’, offering the range of 
Sacraments; Baptism, Confession, 
First Holy Communion, Marriage 
and Last Rites. He also managed to 
visit the sick ones in the local hospital 
and people in their own homes, which 
has been a wonderful act of Christian 
kindness and well appreciated. He 
promoted the idea of Christian Charity 
amongst our family members and 
our local community and suggested 
that we ‘stand up and be counted in 
political and Church matters’. 

St Michael’s Parish farewells a 
generous priest but the people of 
Manilla welcome him into their local 

community and hope you enjoy your new freedom in 
your retired years.

Father Bernie Melville retires

Fr Bernie Melville at his Diamond 
Jubilee celebrations
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Around
‘n About

Fr John Curran in Manilla
The parishioners of Manilla have welcomed Fr John 
Curran into St Michael’s Parish after Fr Melville’s 
retirement. They have readily enjoyed his presence on 
the altar and amongst the congregation, celebrating his 
arrival with Mass and a sausage sizzle.

Fr John Curran with St Michael’s Parishioners of Manilla

The Queen’s Baton Relay
The students of St Mary’s Armidale 
witnessed the extraordinary event of 
the Queen’s Baton Relay as it passed 
through Armidale in late January. 
The Baton will pass through every 
Australian State and territory, carried 
by approximately  3800 Baton Bearers, 
before arriving on the Gold Coast 
for the XXI Commonwealth Games 
Opening ceremony. His Royal Highness 
the Prince of Wales will remove her 
Majesty’s message from the Baton 
and read it aloud to declare the Games 
open. A rare opportunity for the 
students who represented their school 
with pride.

St Edward’s Flexible Learning Spaces
The Year 5 students from St Edward’s 
Primary School returned after the 
holidays to find their three classrooms 
and Hub transformed into an exciting 
flexible learning space. The space is 
aligned with contemporary 21st century 
pedagogy that allows our students 
and teachers to work at a variety of 
inter-changeable desks and chairs. We 
experienced wonderful successes from 
2017 where our Year 6 classrooms were 
remodeled in a similar way. 

St Mary’s Students line the way for the Queen’s Baton

Students of St Edwards hard at work in their 
new flexible learning space
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Around
‘n About

Carols in the Convent 
St Xavier’s Primary School Gunnedah joined forces with 
St Mary’s College to present Carols in the Convent. It was 
such a beautiful evening which highlighted Gunnedah’s 
wonderful Catholic School Community. The organisers 
did a fantastic job coordinating both schools’ bands and 
choirs, there was even a joint staff choir!

Katie Jarvis and Hallie McCumstie.

St John’s Barraba
The Parishioners of St John’s in Barraba have also welcomed Fr John Curran into their parish. Fr Curran is administrator 
of Barraba and Manilla and has been enjoying his ministry in both parishes.

He is looking forward to spending time with the parishioners of St John’s Barraba and with the staff and students of 
St Joseph’s Primary School Barraba.

St Joseph’s Uralla
Exciting things are happening at St Joseph’s Uralla with 
new faces in the classroom and staffroom as well as 
enhancements to the curriculum focus. We also had 
a “make-over” of the administration building in the 
holidays. 

Welcome to our new students Mackenna, Birdie-Jean, 
Brandi and Nigel! We are also delighted to welcome two 
new members of staff: Mrs Lyn Herden (Year 3/4/5/6 
Teacher and REC) and Mrs Lee Bremner (Music Focus). 
We know they will rapidly become valued members of 
the St Joseph’s community. 

Our curriculum will be enhanced in 2018 by the new 
Digital Technologies focus as well as by a renewed and 
re-energised music curriculum with Mrs Bremner.

Staff and Students of St Joseph’s, Uralla

Fr John Curran with the parishioners of St John’s Parish Barraba
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Around
‘n About

CWL Christmas Luncheon
Over the years members of Quirindi Branch of Catholic 
Women’s League have had association with our local 
branch of Challenge Community Services formerly 
known as Quirindi Special School.  One of our activities 
has been to entertain the clients and staff for a 
Christmas luncheon.  Our members get great pleasure in 
entertaining the clients as you can see from the photos 
that they enjoy every moment also.

Mary O’Donnel, Kathie Murphy, Sheila McNamara, Vashti Porter 
with Santa Malcolm Lawson

Learning all about school with Buddies.
St Joseph’s Primary School, West Tamworth have some 
beautiful new faces in Kindergarten. To help the Kindy 
kids get started on their new ‘big school’ adventure they 
are teamed up with a ‘buddy’ to give them a friendly 
big kid they can go to if needed. The big kids love to 
spend time with their buddies, getting to know them, 
encouraging them and making them feel welcome and 
part of the school. 

Boston and Josie Vince

The Queen’s Baton Relay
Parishioners Ron McLean and Marie Hobson were 
honoured to carry the Queen’s Baton when it came 
through Gunnedah on January 31, on its way to the 2018 
Commonwealth Games on the Gold Coast.

St Mary’s College Year 12 students Maria Ortiz and 
Annerley Fitzsimmons were finalists in the Young Citizen 
award while Maryann Perkins received the Ivan Towns 
Memorial award for coach of the year.

Ron McLean and Marie Hobson
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Aid to the Church in Need (ACN) is pleased to announce 
that Mr Bernard Toutounji has been appointed as the new 
National Director. Bernard replaces Mr Phillip Collignon, 
who retired from the role after 27 years of very successful 
leadership. 

Bernard comes to ACN Australia after a decade working 
in the Catholic Archdiocese of Sydney in a range of 
roles, including marriage and family, vocations, youth 
and social services. With a background in theology and 
business, Bernard has taught at a university level and 
written and spoken on faith and ethics both nationally 
and internationally. Bernard serves as a subdeacon in the 
Melkite Catholic Church, he is married to Jane and they 
have two young daughters with their third child due at 
Easter.  

In accepting the position, Bernard seeks to build on 
the work of ACN Australia in supporting oppressed 
Christians around the world:

“It is an honour and privilege to be given the responsibility 
of leading ACN after the amazing tenure of Phillip, and 
indeed the entire Collignon family, which has guided this 

V
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Aid to the Church in Need

foundation in Australia since 1969. Our benefactors are a 
particularly generous and loyal group and I look forward 
to coming to know many of them, and at the same time 
taking the mission and work of ACN further across the 
nation. Christian persecution is very much alive and 
more Christians died for their faith in the last century 
than in the previous nineteen centuries of Christian 
history combined. The work of ACN - in building (and 
rebuilding) churches, in assisting poor seminarians and 
religious, and in collecting Mass offerings which support 
tens of thousands of priests – is more vital than ever. 
As a Church we cannot turn a blind eye to our brothers 
and sisters who are often oppressed and persecuted for 
simply proclaiming the name of Jesus.”

Mr Phillip Collignon & Mr Bernard Toutounji
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 AustrAliAn CAtholiC Bishops ConferenCe

New director leads 
Pastoral Research 
Office in Canberra

Experienced researcher Trudy Dantis has this week begun 
as the new director of the Australian Catholic Bishops 
Conference’s Pastoral Research Office.

Dr Dantis, who has conducted research on behalf of the 
Catholic Church in Australia and India, will lead the 
Pastoral Research Office from its new Canberra office. 

“Catholics are the largest religious group in Australia, 
with more than 5.2 million people having identified as 
Catholic in the 2016 Census,” Dr Dantis said.

“It is important that we, as a Church, understand the 
demography of the Catholic population and their religious 
practices and beliefs, particularly in this time of rapid 
change in Australian society. 

“Accurate and up-to-date research can enhance the 
Church’s pastoral practice in parishes, Catholic schools, 
hospitals and aged care facilities, in social service 
agencies and the many other ways in which the Church 
lives out the Gospel.”

While working for the Pastoral Research Office from 
2010 to 2015, Dr Dantis was the coordinator and lead 
researcher of the Building Stronger Parishes project. 
During that period, she also completed her PhD on the 
vitality of Catholic parishes. She will use the knowledge 
gained from that rich experience to help shape her work 
on behalf of the Australian Church.

Archbishop Julian Porteous of Hobart, who oversees the 
work of the Pastoral Research Office on behalf of the 
Australian Catholic bishops, said Dr Dantis knows the 
opportunities and challenges facing the Church.

“Trudy has examined closely the life of the Church through 
its parishes, which alongside homes are the epicentre of 
the Catholic faith in this country,” Archbishop Porteous 
said.

“Trudy can help us to understand how the Church can 
and must engage to deliver that vitality and richness of 

experience that allows people to – as the Mass exhorts – 
‘Go, and announce the Gospel of the Lord’.”

The Pastoral Research Office was established in 1996. 
Until now, it has been located in Melbourne. Its work 
includes the participation of the Catholic Church in the 
National Church Life Survey, the National Catholic 
Census Project and the National Count of Attendance. 

The office also conducts other research on behalf of 
Church agencies. It carried out the research that led to the 
publication of last year’s document Our Work Matters, 
which determined the size and characteristics of the 
220,000-strong workforce that serves Catholic Church 
organisations across Australia.

Dr Dantis is the author of two books, including A 
Handbook for Building Stronger Parishes, which drew 
upon her doctoral research. 

She is the second director of the Pastoral Research Office. 
Bob Dixon served as the founding director and retired 
last year after 21 years in the role.
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Young people are a vital part of the solution to the challenges 
in their communities and during Caritas Australia’s Project 
Compassion hundreds of thousands of students, and all 
generations in Australia, will take action for our global 
neighbours.

On Ash Wednesday, February 14, 2018 Caritas Australia, the 
international aid and development agency of the Catholic 
Church, will launch its annual Project Compassion appeal 
– one of Australia’s largest humanitarian fundraising and 
awareness-raising campaigns.

Each year Caritas Australia’s Project Compassion, which runs 
through the six weeks of Lent, brings together communities 
across Australia, in solidarity with the world’s poor, to help end 
poverty, promote justice and uphold dignity. 

This year the focus is on youth and their communities globally 
and providing them with a Just Future.

According to the UN, some 250 million children worldwide, 
live in conflict zones. Caritas Australia, through its work, 
believes that young people’s contribution is integral to building 
sustainable peace.

Mr Armstrong said youth are often the game changers in 
fragile contexts globally, as highlighted in stories featured 
during Project Compassion, like Bayan’s, from Syria. 
Bayan grew up in Syria’s capital, Damascus and struggled 
to overcome the trauma of growing up in a conflict zone, 
facing the prospect of missing out on schooling. Now Bayan 
is an academic high-achiever, flourishing in a stable school 

environment, thanks to support from Caritas Australia and 
our partners, Caritas Jordan and Catholic Relief Services.  
 
“Youth are the future and offer us hope for a better tomorrow. 
Engaging them and investing in the millions of young people 
who live in fragile contexts has never been more important,” 
said Caritas Australia’s Head of Engagement and Sustainability, 
David Armstrong.

“I encourage you to support Project Compassion because 
your donations make a big difference to our capacity to 
help impoverished communities become stronger and more 
resilient.”

Money raised during Project Compassion goes towards 
Caritas Australia’s humanitarian and long-term development 
programs in 27 countries across Africa, Asia, Latin America, 
the Pacific and with Australia’s First Peoples. Last year Project 
Compassion raised $11 million. 

Last year Caritas Australia, thanks to all our supporters, 
reached over 2 million people directly through our emergency 
and development programs. 

During Lent, Australians are invited to support Project 
Compassion by making a donation, or by hosting 
fundraising events in their local school, parish, community 
or neighbourhood. Supporters can also to share their stories 
on social media at #ProjectCompassion. To donate to Project 
Compassion or for fundraising ideas visit www.caritas.org.au/
projectcompassion or phone 1800 024 413.

A Just Future starts 
with the Empowerment 

of Youth

Bayan (right) a Syrian refugee, pictured with her family and friends, struggled to 
overcome the trauma of growing up in a conflict zone. Photo: Richard Wainwright/
Caritas Australia
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What is the ‘CATHOLIC’ in 
Catholic Professional Learning 

Director of Schools
Chris Smyth

Why do we work in a Catholic school? What makes it any different from any other school?
    It’s not just a quality education,       it’s not just good pastoral care,      it’s not just the discipline.

I work in a Catholic school because it’s founded on, and inspired by Jesus Christ. 
It is a community that explicitly prays in hope about complex things and real 
people, and from which we are all sent out to change the world and care for 
creation with faith, justice and love.

What is the “Catholic’ in Catholic 
Professional Learning? 

The CSO is in the third year of professional development for our staff on the Core Catholic Principles and 
Values (CCPV). This professional learning explores the question- What are our Catholic schools about? Faith, 
Family and Football and not necessarily in that order!? Our work with the staff of the CSO and our school 
principals is strongly focussed on ensuring the schools of the system are good schools and good Catholic 
schools.

Good schools in the 21st century are Professional Learning Communities that:
     focus on learning for students and teachers (not teaching),

     are places where students and teachers work collaboratively,

     are places that are data informed in their work of school improvement.

A good CATHOLIC school understands that it exists:
     to promote God's mission in our world,
     to bring the love and mercy of God in an environment that is not always receptive,
     to re-evangelise our Baptised Catholic population,
     to be counter-cultural and challenge the secular world,
     to support parents in the faith development of their children,
     to infuse our mission and values into our daily routines, relationships, curriculum and celebrations,
     to provide Witness to the beauty of Christ in our world, 
     our values infusion in our subjects should show we advocate a particular way of living that follows a great    
     love for the beauty of Christ in our world,
     to model confident yet humble servant leadership that talks about Jesus and the new evangelisation, 
     with a moral purpose to assist students to reach their full potential,
     with a moral purpose to produce graduates that, based on the principles and values of their Catholic 
     education, make a difference to our society.

As a Catholic Professional Learning Community we also have an obligation to encourage teacher faith 
formation in the how, what and why of being authentic Catholic educators. 

Our teachers’ knowledge and understanding of CCPV and Catholic social teaching will help us to reinforce 
our moral purpose of educating our students to reach their full potential and move into society to make a 
positive difference based on their Catholic values.

We need to make what we teach relevant to the lives of young people. Irrespective of which KLA we are 
working in, we need to find opportunities to relate to our Core Catholic Principles and Values. Real Christian 
values can be integrated into curriculum, pedagogy and relationships.
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CATHOLIC SCHOOLS OFFICE
Head of Finance & ICT Helen Williamson

Students with Disability 
System Coach

Jenny Friend

Leadership Support Officer Louise O’Sullivan

ICT Support Officer Jed Trow

ONCE Project Officer Kim Kliendienst

PRINCIPALS
St Patrick’s Walcha Belinda Burton  

(Acting 2018)
St Joseph’s Walgett John Phillips  

(Acting 2018)
St Joseph’s West 
Tamworth

Katie Hanes

St Francis Xavier’s Narrabri Michael Ball

ASSISTANT PRINCIPAL
St Mary’s Armidale Louise Reinke (Acting 

2018)

St Philomena’s Moree Richard Clark 
(permanent)

St Joseph’s Walgett Donna Fiechtner

St Joseph’s Wee Waa Maree Holland

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION COORDINATORS
St Joseph’s Barraba Deborah McDouall (1 yr)

St Mary of the Angel’s 
Guyra

Tiffany Martin

St Michael’s Manilla Karen Keys

St Philomena’s Moree Mary Davison (1yr)

St Edward’s Tamworth Marissa Cartan (1yr)

St Joseph’s Warialda Joseph Dimech

St Joseph’s Uralla Lyn Herden

St Mary’s College Nikole Brooks
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SH

A  Sacred Trust . . . 
    A  Priceless Confidence . . .

A devout and dignified observance of the funeral rites of the Church,
personally conducted by Shaun Hamilton, 

who has over 30 years’ experience
• All funeral wishes attended to with reverence and understanding

• Compassionate Funeral Staff, always willing to be of assistance 
at any time, day or night 

• Pre-arranged and prepaid funeral bonds available

• Catholic Family owned and operated

Tamworth, Quirindi, Werris Creek, Gunnedah, Manilla & Surrounding Districts

Shaun Hamilton Funerals Pty Ltd

Not associated with or connected to any other funeral 
company bearing the name Hamilton.

Traditional or contemporary funeral
services to suit your family’s individual 
requirements
Pre-arranged and prepaid funeral bonds 
available

Not associated with or connected to any other
funeral company bearing the name Hamilton

EducationExcites
Scholarship for international travel awarded 
to Tamworth teacher
Tamworth teacher Lisa McSweeney has won the 10th 
Australian Catholic University (ACU) Frater Travel 
Scholarship.  

Established by Dr Bob Frater AO and Mrs Margaret 
Frater DSG, the scholarship recognises and awards 
teachers within diocesan Catholic primary schools 
who display leadership qualities and commitment, and 
who will contribute to the continuing development and 
enhancement of the school system through participation 
in an international experience. 

Lisa, a teacher at St Nicholas in Tamworth, will use the 
money from the scholarship to attend the 13th International 
Centre for Innovation in Education Conference (ICIE) 
in Rijeka, Croatia. She chose the conference in Croatia 
because she said the theme ‘Creativity –Innovation- Latest 
Development in Research and Practices’ complemented 
her own teaching and leadership philosophy. 

“I can share innovative ideas with not only my immediate 
colleagues, students and families in her own school 
community but also with others in the Diocese,” Lisa 
said. She will create a blog to share with the school 

community so staff, students and parents may follow her 
journey.

“I feel very privileged and very humbled. I love learning 
as a teacher and I can’t wait to get overseas and see what 
the rest of the world is doing in terms of innovation and 
creativity in classrooms and bring back some ideas for 
my crew in Tamworth.”

Lisa McSweeney

Funeral Home & Head Office 125 Marius St Tamworth 6766 1966     
Branch Office 214 George St Quirindi 6746 2222

ALL HOURS  
         

New Schools Staff in the Diocese of Armidale 2018



FEBRUARY 2018 - CATHOLIC VIEWPOINT - 23

Commitment to Catholic education 
At the end of 2017, CSO staff and school communities 
paid tribute to John Sheridan, who after serving 33 years 
as Head of Financial Services embarked on retirement. 

John always demonstrated a profound commitment 
to Catholic education. As a born and bred country boy 
one of the most widely appreciated of John’s skills 
and perspectives was his awareness and support for 
rural schools and their communities. As a member of 
committees with Statewide responsibilities he was able 
to bring an understanding to those committees of the 
distinctive needs of rural and regional schools. John has 
always kept a focus on the interest of those being served 
which involved the common good of schools, students, 
principals, staff and parents.

John has been a colleague, confidant and adviser to 
several generations of Bishops, clergy, principals and 
fellow workers in the Catholic Schools Office. What 
has been especially appreciated by these generations 
of fellow workers is the way John continually helped 
them to understand the context of Catholic education 
in the Armidale Diocese and whether that be a school 
resourcing priority or a special education perspective it 
was made part of something larger by being linked to 
other facets of schooling such as curriculum, teacher 
training and development, parental and community 
involvement and the Church.

John has indeed been a good and faithful servant to the 
cause of Catholic education in the Armidale Diocese. We 
thank him for the commitment he has made and wish him 
all the best for future endeavors. John Sheridan farewells his collegues at CSO 

farewell in December 2017

John’s last meeting with the Catholic Education Commission Resources Priority Committee. Members travelled to the CSO 
to acknowledge John’s work over the years. 
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We are delighted to announce the commencement of our 
second Retirement Village on Taylor Street.

Selling now off the plan! Ideally positioned, our Taylor 
Street Village is conveniently located in close proximity 
to the City Centre and only a short walk to Galleries, 
Cafés and the local Conservatorium of Music.

Energy efficiency has been a key consideration in our 
planning and design of every home.

During winter, large north-facing windows will catch all 

available sunlight supported by ducted air conditioning to 
ensure comfort all year round. Maintenance will become 
a thing of the past with our professional team taking care 
of everything for you.

Our gated, boutique community of just 44 fully self-
contained villas provide you with the security and 
comfort you deserve in your retirement years.

To learn more about Armidale’s newest Retirement 
Village call Kate Pigram today on 1300 367 155 or visit 
www.oaktreegroup.com.au

A Vision for a Brighter Retirement in Armidale
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Special Mass for Consecrated Men and Women
The Feast of the Presentation of the Lord and the 
Purification of the Virgin Mary was celebrated at St 
Edward’s Parish Tamworth by playing host to the 
priests and religious sisters who gathered to celebrate 
and confirm their dedication to religious life. During 
the concelebrated Mass the singing was led by the St 
Edward’s choir and the sermon was preached by Fr Paul 
McCabe. Fr Paul suggested that Simeon and Anna, the 
elderly couple who were in the Temple on the day Mary 
came to complete the rites of purification, were in effect 

Jesus’s godparents. He then went on to speak about the 
role of godparents, which is to guide, pray for and offer 
wisdom to the parents. 

Fr Paul said the religious have in effect been a type of 
godparent to all in the wider community, particularly in 
small communities without a resident priest, where they 
have been God’s messengers, “a flame of faith, a light of 
hope, speaking words of comfort”. After Mass all moved 
to the hall where they enjoyed a beautiful meal prepared 
by St Edward’s parishioners.   

Heavenly Father, in your wisdom you have called certain women and men to a life of special consecration so that in 
prayerful observance of a lifestyle of poverty, chaste celibacy and obedience, they might be witnesses to us that as 
St. Paul says, “our true citizenship is in heaven.” Give them, Lord, the grace of joy and perseverance in their holy 

vocation. We ask this through Christ, our Lord.

Religious sisters celebrating their 
consecrated lives with cake

Priests and Sisters of the Diocese celebrate 
their commitment to their ministries
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ADIG supporting the 
Catholic Community

Join us and make a difference

44 years of supporting
our communities

The Armidale Diocesan Investment Group has been a part of your community 
for over 40 years.
We are proud of our commitment to the parishes and schools throughout the 
Diocese and we look forward to sharing our future with you.

Call us on 1800 040 903 or 1800 803 194.

Refer to www.adig.com.au for our full disclosure statement.

ADIG has supported the Catholic Church in the 
Armidale Diocese for 44 years, and continues to 
do so.

ADIG began operations in 1974 in response to 
a growing need from parishes and schools in the 
Armidale Diocese for finance on more suitable 
terms than could be obtained commercially.  ADIG 
commenced borrowing funds from the community 
in order to provide these loan funds.  Initially, funds 
were managed from an accountant’s office and 
ADIG had one product.  The account required a 
minimum opening deposit of $500 and required 14 
days notice of withdrawal.  Since 1974 ADIG has 
continued to grow and develop.

Over the years, the Investment Group has embraced 
change and strived to improve our services to our 
investors.  The Group has moved into, and out of, 
various offices.  Staff numbers have increased and 
staff members have changed.  Product offerings 
have increased and developed according to client 
needs.  We had the generous benefit of community 
business owners, and their staff,  acting as Agencies 
for the convenience of our clients residing away 
from our branch offices.  These Agencies closed in 
January, 2018.  This is due to the changed manner 
that clients now interact with ADIG, due to regulatory 
changes, and a client preference to use email and 
secure internet access. We will honour this special 
relationship in a future specific article.

Over forty years, the number of investors has 
increased, largely due to our personal service 
and competitive interest rates. Our savings and 
investment offerings have increased.  We now offer 
investments from 3 month to 24 month terms.  
We also have several savings accounts, including 
purpose saving products such as Student and 
Christmas Saver.  

Importantly, ADIG’s purpose remains the same; to 
act as an Agency of the Diocese and to facilitate 
Diocesan distribution and loans.  ADIG, annually 

provides the Diocese and each Parish with a cash 
distribution that enables the funding of the ongoing 
expenses of various Diocesan and Parish activities.

ADIG continues to support the Catholic Diocese of Armidale.  
We continue to offer exceptional personal service and 
competitive interest rates. We have two offices located 
in Armidale and Tamworth and secure internet access 
allowing you to check your account anytime, anyplace.  

Join us and make a difference. 
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Catholics are Discovering Prayer with new resource
Discovering Prayer was developed as a complementary resource to other Catholic Enquiry Centre materials that 
serve as an introduction to the Catholic Faith.

Catholic Enquiry Centre director Shane Dwyer said 
the vision for the book was for it to be an introduction 
to prayer for those who are new to religion or new to 
Catholicism, but lifelong Catholics are also finding 
the resource valuable.

 “It has been embraced by those who have wanted to 
either reignite their prayer life or those who wanted 
to enter into a journey where they could reflect and 
pray about the realities of life.”

The book has been well received by Church 
leaders who received advance copies of the 
resource, with some having placed large orders 
for their parish communities.

Fr Chris de Souza, vicar general of the 
Parramatta Diocese, said he purchased 200 
copies of the book to help parishioners enhance 
their prayer lives, especially in the build-up to 
Lent.

“Discovering Prayer’s accessible language 
makes it very appealing, as my parishioners 
come from a very diverse mix of cultures, 
language and age,” he said. “I feel sure that 
this book will encourage our parishioners to 
enter into a renewed experience of prayer.”

The Catholic Enquiry Centre, a work of the 
National Centre for Evangelisation, has for 
almost 60 years worked on behalf of the 
Australian Catholic Bishops Conference 
to offer an invitation to those who aren’t 
Catholic to learn about the Faith.

Discovering Prayer can be purchased 
on the Australian Catholic Bishops 
Conference website, www.catholic.
org.au for just $3, plus shipping and 
handling. 

Catholic organisations can request 
a free copy of the book by emailing 
info@catholicenquiry.com

For more information, call the 
Catholic Enquiry Centre on 1300 
432 484.
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Kids 
Kapers

Unites States Conference of Catholic Bishops
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In November last year seven students from St Mary’s 
College in Gunnedah celebrated the end of their HSC on 
a Catholic Mission Alternative-to-Schoolies Immersion 
in the Philippines.  Here they share some of the highlights 
of their life-changing experience.  

After a very long trip from Gunnedah to the Philippines’ 
island of Bantayan, we arrived at the village of Malbago 
where we spent the next eight days living and working 
with the local people.  

Each morning we helped the villagers on construction 
and agriculture projects. The lack of machinery and 
reliance on manual labour to complete these projects was 
very confronting. We were usually exhausted by the end 
of the day. 

In the afternoon and evenings we had some reprieve with 
activities (often challenging to our perception of Work 
Health & Safety) that allowed us to explore the sites of 
the island and further develop our relationship with the 
people.  

One of these activities was attending local mass. We were 
overcome with the strong sense of faith that the Filipino 
people have for God and Christianity. Witnessing this has 
allowed us to form stronger connections ourselves with 
our religion.   

The people of Malbago believe that we have given them 
so much, both with the money we raised and our presence. 
This was particularly felt when we announced that we 
would sponsor Michell Mulle to complete her tertiary 
education, the first in her family to do so. However, we 

think that we have gained much more from them than we 
could ever return. The happiness and community spirit 
that we witnessed, even when these people are faced 
with hardships, will forever change our perspective on 
the lives that we are fortunate enough to have.  

The love and acceptance we experienced from the people 
of Malbago enabled us to form deep connections with 
them. We made friendships that will last a life time. We 
would like to thank all the people and organisations who 
helped us raise funds to assist their projects. We also 
thank Mr Quirk, Mrs Mooney and Mrs Boyd who all 
made this trip possible. We strongly recommend to future 
students to grasp this amazing opportunity so that you 
too may share the experiences we have.  

A ‘Schoolies’ Experience

Students from St Mary’s College Gunnedah 
with the villagers of Malbago

Students working hard with the villagers



30 - FEBRUARY 2018 - CATHOLIC VIEWPOINT

1800 372 826 
Centacare NENW is a registered NDIS provider. 

Centacare NENW is a registered NDIS 
provider with a friendly, trained team ready  

to enrich the lives of all people with disabilities. 

We encourage you to: 

 Choose your own adventure and 

 Live life your way, with freedom.   

We involve you, and your family and carers;  

finding ways to assist you to achieve your goals. 

 

Ask us about Plan Management, Coordination of Supports, 
Therapeutic Supports, Behaviour Support, and Counselling for you 

or your carer. 

  

We also offer help with mediation, and 
family relationship information and 

education. 

Disability  
    Inclusions 

Keeping you at the centre of your life 
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Mass at St 
Anthony’s 
church, 
Upper Horton

Fr Joseph Armah with the parishioners of St Anthony’s

Open air Mass at St Anthony’s, Upper Horton

Upper Horton is a mission church of St. John’s, Barraba Parish. 
We have Mass there once a month, on the last Sunday of the 
month.  The photos are of my last Mass with the Upper Horton 
Parishioners, (31st December 2017) which also happened to 
be last day of the camp drafting in Upper Horton. I rode to the 
camp drafting ground after Mass. I went horse riding a few 
times, courtesy of Bill Kelly, one of the parishioners, which 
I really did enjoy! It was actually my first real time riding a 
horse! On that day we had Mass in the open under the tree 
because it was too hot in the church! Welcome to the bush, 
where flexibility is the word!

Suffice to say, I love Upper Horton and the people. I can’t even 
explain my special affinity with the place and the parishioners! 
I felt at home there and I enjoyed every moment I was there, 
with the people celebrating the Sacrament, and also having 
time to chat and socialise. God bless Upper Horton Church. 
Keep up the faith, Christ’s little flock and faithful remnant.  
Thanks to God and God bless. Fr Joseph Armah
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