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The 
Bishop 
Speaks

Plenary Council 
2020
What is God asking of us 
in Australia at this time?
Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ,

The Plenary Council for the Church in Australia is 
going to take place over two sessions: The first in 
2020 and the second in 2021. A Plenary Council is a 
forum for Church leaders to consider contemporary 
issues in the light of the Gospel and respond in terms 
of faith, morals, governance, discipline and worship. 
The participants at a Plenary Council include all 
the Bishops as well as some priests, religious 
institute leaders, and lay people. The Bishops have a 
deliberative vote and others have a consultative vote. 
A Plenary Council can enact laws which, subject to 
approval by the Holy See, bind Catholics in a region, 
in this case Australia.

At Pentecost 2018 the Church in Australia launched 
the first phase of preparation for the Plenary 
Council. This first phase is a year of consultations, 
open dialogue and listening. These consultations are 
not intended to develop a “shopping list” of changes 

people want to see made or to overturn the teachings 
of the Church. Rather they are an opportunity for 
the broader Church community to reflect on and 
consider current issues and then to provide feedback 
to the Council members, so they can deliberate on 
them. Submissions received will assist in developing 
the agenda for the actual Plenary Council.

You will find a 4-step process for a Listening and 
Dialogue Encounter on the Diocesan website, 
armidale.catholic.org.au/, which you may like to 
utilise when reflecting on the key question “What 
do you think God is asking of us in Australia at 
this time?” Parishes (and individuals if they wish) 
are then invited to make their submission to me at 
plenarysubmissions@armidale.catholic.org.au 

It is important that I hear and have the opportunity to 
reflect on and respond to the reflections of our local 
Diocesan Church.
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Most Reverend Michael Kennedy

Bishop of Armidale

Front Cover Photo: Ava Vaughn with sponsor Sue Newsome and Bishop Kennedy after receiving the Sacrament 
of Confirmation on Pentecost Sunday at the Cathedral

FIVE FAST FACTS ABOUT THE PLENARY
•	 The last Australian Plenary Council took place in 1937.
•	 Pope Francis granted his approval for the Australian Plenary Council 2020 to take place and he 

will need to approve any decisions reached by the Plenary.
•	 In the early 2000’s the Australian bishops first decided that the Church needed to meet 

together to discern a future course. About 10 years later the decision was made to have a 
Council for the whole Church in Australia.

•	 The Plenary Council 2020 will take place in two sessions – the first in October 2020 abd the 
second in May 2021.

•	 The scriptural theme for the Plenary Council is “Listen to What the Spirit is saying’. (Rev 2:7)

The Plenary Council Facilitation Team would also 
like to receive your responses. The same process 
also provides the opportunity for individuals and 
groups to make your submissions to them.

Below are some additional questions I invite you to 
reflect on which may assist you to answer the greater 
question of what God is asking of us as a Church at 
this time in Australia.

1. The family, the parish, and the school have 
been the three main sources of evangelical 
energy of the Church in Australia. What are 
the hallmarks of this evangelical energy? 
Going forward, what are our aspirations for 
family, parish, and school, and how can we 
best renew and support them into the future?

2. The Church, as Pope Benedict said, is about a 
person: Jesus Christ and our relationship with 
him. How do we keep our gazed fixed upon 
Jesus Christ to ensure the Church inspires 
and serves the world rather than become 
fixated on the world? How do we effectively 
engage in: praying and worshipping God; 
passing on the faith; supporting human life 
and human lives; and living our Catholic 
moral teaching?

3. Australia has a long and proud history of 
collaboration between bishops, priests, 
religious, and laypeople. How do we continue 
this tradition into the future without taking 
anything from the uniqueness and beauty of 
each particular state of life?

4. Often in our two thousand year history the 
Church has been persecuted or humiliated 
in numerous ways and has even seemed 
close to dying. The present-day Church in 
Australia has certainly been humiliated and 
some would say even persecuted in some 
ways. How do we build resilience and hope 
in the hearts of the faithful and rebuild the 
Church’s credibility in our society? How 
can each of us be proud and unashamedly 
Catholic; an active participant in Parish life; 
and a public witness to Jesus Christ and our 
faith in Him.

Please take some time to reflect on what God is 
asking of us. I look forward to receiving your 
thoughts and ideas.

Yours in Christ,
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How can we support you? 
With a team of more than 100 locals across the New England 

North West, we understand where you are coming from. 
Centacare NENW offers a range of services and support to individuals, couples, families and 
workplaces including: 

 Mediation—Family Dispute Resolution; Property, finance & workplace mediation 
 Information & education sessions around mental health & family relationships 
 Case work support for individuals & families 
 Aboriginal and CALD support services  
 Counselling & psychological support 
 Free Gambling Help Service for problem gamblers & their families 
 Corporate/HR psychology & Employee Assistance Program 
 Free Carers counselling (through Carers NSW) 
 Disability support services 
 Support for young people through headspace Tamworth 

Call us to talk about the help that’s right for you and your family. 
1800 372 826 

www.centacarenenw.com.au  
Armidale, Gunnedah, Glen Innes, Inverell, Moree, Narrabri, Tamworth, Walgett & headspace Tamworth 

Sacred Heart Parish Inverell
Cordially invites

The Catholic Faithful of the Diocese

To join our Faith Community

In celebrating our 150th year as a Parish

14th till 21st October
Weeklong Celebration and Exhibition

•	 Parish Picnic: Sunday 14th October after the 9:00am Mass
•	 Priests and Religious Day: Thursday 18th October 11:00am Mass followed by lunch at the presbytery and 

the Parish grounds (by RSVP)
•	 Inverell Cemetery Walk: Saturday 20th October 9:00am
•	 Parish Thanksgiving: Saturday 20th October 5:00pm Mass with Bishop Kennedy

•	 Dinner Celebration: Saturday 20th October 6:30pm at the RSM Club (by RSVP)
RSVP by Monday 1st October 2018

02 6722 1103
inverellparish@armidale.catholic.org.au
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S E M I N A R I A N S
Diocese of Armidale Seminarians
The Diocese of Armidale has been blessed with three men wanting to become priests. Damien Locke from Uralla 
& Peterpaul Chikezie from Nigeria are both seminarians. Damien is studying in Rome, while Peterpaul is at the 
Seminary in Wagga Wagga. Victor Artuhura from Uganda is also here in our Diocese as a prospective seminarian. He 
will be visiting a few of the parishes as part of his discernment process.

The three men were kind enough to share some of their experiences with us.

Peterpaul Chikezie
Earlier this year I was privileged to be accepted as a 
candidate for the Holy Orders in the Diocese of Armidale 
by His Lordship, Most Reverend Michael Robert 
Kennedy. It was a joyous and reflective ceremony for 
me, as I was publicly declared an official candidate for 
the Catholic Priesthood before the faithful People of 
God. The Bishop reminded me about how seriously I 
am expected to take my vocation at this point, especially 
through fervent prayer and serious studies in order to 
become a Priest after God’s own heart. It was indeed a 
grace-filled beginning for the remaining period of my 
formation to the Catholic Priesthood.

At the end of my Easter holidays, the Rector, Priests and 
my fellow seminarians were very happy to welcome me 
back as an official candidate to the Priesthood. It has 

really been an interesting experience to be a Seminarian 
in Vianney College Wagga Wagga. The Seminary is 
known to be a family all over the world. The seminary 
back home in Nigeria, where I started my formation, 
can be seen to be a family with many children; here in 
Australia it is like a home with few children which makes 
it easier to know and relate with each other very well.

I am very happy with my vocation and I continue to 
pray that God in His infinite mercy will awaken in the 
hearts of young people an awareness of the splendour 
of the Priesthood and the joy of responding to the call 
of the Good Shepherd; especially in the doubtful, the 
discouraged, and the weak. I also pray for God’s grace 
and the maternal care of Our Lady Help of Christians and 
Mother of Priests as I continue to discern my vocation to 
the Catholic Priesthood. 
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S E M I N A R I A N S
Damien Locke – A Reflection 
on the Ministry of Lector
“Take this book of Holy Scripture and be faithful in 
handing on the word of God, so that it may grow strong 
in the hearts of his people.” With these words I was 
instituted as reader here at the Pontifical Beda College 
on 9 May 2018. 

I was moved by how emotional I felt in the moment. 
Reflecting on why, a couple of possibilities come to 
mind. First, the sense of mission that this particular 
ministry inspires. During his homily at the Mass, Father 
Rector reminded us that, while the proclamation of the 
word must always be clear and well heard, the more 
important and certainly more challenging mission is our 
resolve to live the word. I found myself reflecting on the 
persecution of the early Christians, from the Apostles 
throughout the first centuries of Christianity. I am so 
blessed to be living across the road from St Paul’s Basilica 
and early in the morning after my institution I visited his 
tomb to pray for the fortitude and wisdom to be a living 
example of God’s word. Leading on from the challenge 
to mission, I feel very deeply moved by the broader 
responsibilities that this ministry, and indeed my time of 
discernment here in Rome, is leading me toward – that 

is, to be at the service of God’s people in the Diocese 
of Armidale - a service which is like no other. It is this 
sense of dying to self and handing my life over to God 
for the service of others, a truly overwhelming thought 
but one which I find myself becoming more and more 
drawn to with every day. And finally, during the prayers 
of the faithful at the Mass, a prayer was offered for all 
of our benefactors – a very formal word which really 
jumped out at me on this occasion. It struck me that 
benefactors are so many and so varied. All the people 
who are praying for me in any setting and those who 
are contributing to this opportunity for me to deepen 
my discernment are a very great blessing to me and it is 
right and just that we thank God for them. 

The Diocese of Armidale, ‘home’, was very much in my 
thoughts when I received the ministry of lector and 
I was fortunate enough to have a little piece of home 
here with me. Long-time residents of Armidale, Brennan 
and Carolyn Wales, now residents in Rome, joined me 
for the evening and their presence was very much 
appreciated. I would like to offer my particular thanks 
to Bishop Michael Kennedy for accepting my petition to 
be instituted as reader and for his very genuine support. 
Please continue to pray for me as I will for you.

Damien Locke with Brennan and Carolyn Wales Damien Locke receiving the Ministry of Lector
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Victor Atuhura
I am native of Hoima, a town in Mid-western Uganda-
East Africa. I was born in 1990 to Late Kiiza Boniface 
and Mrs Sally Night and lived in this town until the age 
of eighteen. I am blessed to have four happily married 
sisters ahead of me and one lovely young brother who is 
a civil engineer.

I have desired to become a priest mainly to be “an 
extension of Christ on Earth, to become an educator of 
mind and heart: to touch the hearts of people and open 
the minds of young ones in knowing Christ for a better 
world than today mainly to be a disciple and an apostle 
of Christ.  I also desire to be a priest as a way of returning 
appreciation to the Lord for the good things he has done 
for me and to this is to lift the cup of salvation and call on 
the name of the Lord”.  

I would invite the young men in this diocese to come and 
join the priesthood so that we can stand in the shoes of 
great men who evangelised this land, both as missionaries 
and created a good place. So, come and we will make 
it a better place for tomorrow by being catholic priests, 
educators of mind and heart. 

I have enjoyed the hospitality, and the good hearts of 

the Australians, the beauty of the country and good road 
rules. Apart from being terrorised by the coldness, all is 
well. I will continue to pray for everybody in the Diocese 
of Armidale as well as all the people in the whole world 
as I count on your prayers for success in my seminary 
formation and service in our diocese and the church at 
large.                                   
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A Priceless Confidence...
A Sacred Trust...

A devout and dignified observance of the funeral rites of the Church, 
personally conducted by Shaun Hamilton, who has over 35 years’ experience

• All funeral wishes attended to with reverence and understanding

• Compassionate Funeral Staff, always willing to be of assistance 
at any time, day or night

• Pre-arranged and prepaid funeral bonds available

Shaun Hamilton Funerals Pty Ltd
Funeral Home & Head Office 125 Marius Street Tamworth 6766 1966
Branch Office  214 George Street Quirindi  6746 2222
  ALL HOURS

Tamworth & Quirindi’s only locally owned & operated funeral director
Tamworth, Quirindi, Werris Creek, Gunnedah, Manilla & Surrounding Districts

Confirmation
St Francis Xavier’s Parish Moree and Sts 
Mary & Joseph’s Cathedral Parish Armidale 
have both been blessed with Confirmation 
candidates recently. Bishop Kennedy visited 
both Parishes and spoke with the Confirmation 
candidates about the importance of the 
Sacrament and what it means to us in our lives 
today. The children received the Sacrament 
with reverence and celebrated with their 
respective parishes with cake and morning tea 
after Mass.

Sts Mary & Joseph’s Cathedral Parish 
Confirmation Candidates.

St Francis Xavier’s Parish 
Confirmation candidates with 

Bishop Kennedy.
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Clergy Assembly 2018
Our priests come together, for two days, twice a year at Clergy Assembly to stay updated with each other and 
the requirements of our Diocese. In May they had input from Monica Doumit, Manager of Communications and 

News Media from the Archdiocese of Sydney, in regard to Media & Communications. They were also joined by the 
Principals of our schools at the Catholic Education Office, with Lee Herden and Chris Smyth presenting, to learn 
about and discuss Promoting Catholic Enrolments. Fr Peter Williams made the journey to Armidale to present to our 
priests, CSO staff, Principals and Religious Education Coordinator’s on Liturgy in Catholic Schools. Fr Williams is 
currently Moderator of the Curia, and the Director of Liturgy in the Diocese of Parramatta. There were also many 
opportunities to mingle and catch up with others from different parishes and schools as well as celebrating Mass in 
Our Lady of The Angels Chapel. 

Photo: Front row: Fr Jayaraj Gorantla, Fr Bernie Frize, Fr Abmar Dumayag, Fr Vic Ignacio, Bishop Michael Kennedy, Fr Joseph Armah, 
Fr Christopher Onuekwusi; Second row: Fr John Curran, Fr Richard Gleeson, Fr Francis Afu, Fr Anthony Koppman, Fr Joe Adriano, Fr 
Sabu Pulimalayil; Third row: Fr Barry Leech, Fr James Poovathinkal, Fr Thaddeus Ike, Fr Roel Llave, Mr Victor Atuhura (prospective 
seminarian); Back row: Fr Ross O’Brien, Deacon Paul Manvel, Fr Paul Aguilar

Viewpoint is an A4 size, full colour, bi-monthly publication 
•	 A wide distribution throughout the Diocese 
•	 free of charge 
•	 available in every parish and school in the diocese 
•	 linked to the Diocesan website
•	 All advertisements will be full colour                                     
•	 (note: front and back covers not available)
•	 10% discount if you advertise for a full year – 6 issues

To know more:
 talk to Naomi 02 6771 8700 or

email: catholicviewpoint@armidale.catholic.org.au

Advertise with Viewpoint - Next issue due: 27th July 2018
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From Rome to Wee Waa
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Retirement Villages can be mistakenly associated 
with aged care facilities when in fact they offer the 
opportunity to downsize and live an easier lifestyle for 
active seniors.

As we age, our family homes often don’t suit our 
changing needs and in Retirement Villages the design, 
convenient location and offer of managed maintenance 
become an appealing option.

Oak Tree recognise that today’s retirees are looking for 
affordable accommodation options conveniently located 
in their home town. This is why each Oak Tree village 
is close to community and medical facilities. Coupled 
with the security of a gated community and recreational 
facilities, Retirement Village living is far removed from 
the notion of aged care.

Residents downsizing to a Retirement Village do not 
need to compromise on comfort. Each Villa contains a 
comfortable balance between size and function. Built in 
storage, full size kitchens, spacious living and covered 
outdoor patios are a key consideration of each design.

Oak Tree communities include purpose built recreation 
facilities for the exclusive use of residents and guests.
Seniors looking for an improved lifestyle often find that 
communal living represents the most cost effective option. 
In many cases, downsizing to a village releases capital 
locked up in the family home for residents to enjoy.

General maintenance and repairs are managed by Oak 
Tree staff with a Manager to oversee all aspects of the 
Village finances and operations. Maintenance costs are 
shared by residents through the payment of a low weekly 
fee. The fee also covers all operating costs including 
council rates, water, building insurance and gardening.

The Oak Tree Retirement Group can attest that you don’t 
stop living when you move into a Retirement Village – 
life just gets easier.
To experience Oak Tree and all it has to offer you must 
come to take a look for yourself. Call 1300 367 155 to book 
a tour or visit www.oaktreegroup.com.au

Stay Independent at Oak Tree
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Z Club 
O’Connor Catholic College Z Club was established in 
2013 after a small group of textiles students assisted in 
the production of cushions for breast cancer patients. 
This is an ongoing project supported by Zonta Club of 
Armidale. It was suggested we start a Z Club which is an 
affiliation of Zonta International, but at a school based 
level. The goals of Z Club is to:

1. Raise awareness of issues relating to girls and 
women through service and advocacy

2. Develop confidence in leadership positions 

3. Develop an understanding of meeting protocol

4. Work together as a club for the betterment and 
service of others

5. Assist women in our local community through 
various projects that we undertake as well as 
providing support to international causes such as 
birthing kits.

6. Develop a strong relationship with our Zonta Club 
Armidale by working together on projects as well as 
some social occasions

Members, teaching staff, Zonta members and mums and 
grandmas came together to assemble 600 birthing kits for 
women in need. They will be delivered to various places 
around the world to allow women the opportunity to 
have a clean and hygienic birth. The kits contain a plastic 
sheet, string, gauze, scalpel and soap. This simple kit that 
costs $3.00 to purchase is an effective method of reducing 
the risk of infection for both mother and baby and helps 
achieve the goal of infant mortality in these developing 
nations. If you wish to support this great initiative that 
the O’Connor Catholic College Z Club are involved in, 
please contact Vicki Channon at the school. 

Emily Kurikka, Bethany Rohde, Isabella Kennedy, 
Mrs Glenda Lemon, Emily Meehan.

 Z Club members feeling satisfied with their task 
accomplished
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                            FUNERALS 
                                   Personalise your loved one’s Farewell 

  

 “Caring for our Catholic Families since 1986” 

            

 

 

 
   

   Finance available.            
   Servicing Tamworth & Districts. 

     45 Gunnedah Road. West Tamworth    

     Phone: 67653999                   
www.burkeandhamilton.com.au 

BEVAN DOUGLAS  

FUNERALS 
For over 40 years we have been caring for your loved ones  

with the compassion, respect & dignity they deserve. 

 
                                             
                                                     
                                                   

 

 

Servicing Tamworth & Districts    
- 24 Hours -      

                              

   02 67607471                                                    
Funeral Bonds & Pre-Paid Arrangements                                                       

info@bevandouglasfunerals.com.au 

 
Practising Catholic Staff,  

Honouring Catholic Funeral Rituals.

 

1040 Gunnedah Road Tamworth 

Aussie Camino pilgrims step out with St Mary MacKillop

The Aussie Camino is a homegrown pilgrimage trail

Having walked the 800km Camino de Santiago in Spain 
and France, Australian couple Bill and Pina Dunne are 
now walking in the footsteps of St Mary MacKillop 
along the Aussie Camino trail. 

Just like the European pilgrims of old, the Dunnes are 
undertaking a long camino — a pilgrim’s journey — 
walking 197km over eight days along the coast, beaches, 
backroads and farm lanes of southern Australia imbued 
with deep spiritual and religious significance.

But it is a camino with a difference. The Dunnes are part 
of a group of 12 pilgrims undertaking the novel Aussie 
Camino trail between Portland and Penola in South 
Australia, walking in the footsteps of Australia’s first 
homegrown saint, Mary MacKillop.

“A camino is very much like life. There are easy parts, 
hard parts, and bits where (you) don’t think you can get 
to the end,” mused Mr Dunne, “It’s about the pilgrimage, 
the journey, not so much reaching the end; treading the 
path step-by-step and reconnecting with what you think 
is important in life — your essence, faith, beliefs — and 
being part of something that is bigger than you.”

The Aussie Camino is the brainchild of Melbourne 
Catholic school teacher, Luke Mills, who along with Sean 
Deany came up with the idea six years ago of connecting 

the early country life and travels of fiercely-independent 
Mary MacKillop not long after she was declared a saint 
in 2010.

 “To have a camino it has to have a purpose, a reason for 
its start, route and finish, otherwise it’s just a hike or a 
walk,” said Mr Mills, who led his latest merry but weary 
band of pilgrims into Penola last Thursday, complete 
with blisters, black toenails and an enduring sense of 
satisfaction.

FULL STORY: Pilgrims in step with spirit of Saint Mary 
MacKillop (The Australian) 
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Our Lady of Perpetual Succour Chapel at Gunnedah was 
filled to over flowing for the funeral Mass of much-loved 
parishioner Joseph Richard Henry.

Joe was heavily involved in St Joseph’s, serving on the 
parish council and helping to set up the planned giving 
program where parishioners contribute to the upkeep of 
the two schools.

Farewell Joseph Richard Henry

His deep faith was almost tangible and his love for family 
and friends knew no bounds.

Joe began his education at St Joseph’s Primary School 
where he was taught by the Sisters of Mercy using 
slate and slate pencils. Joe completed his Intermediate 
Certificate at St Philomena’s and began his career in the 
menswear trade in Kempsey under the guidance of Stan 
Brown. In 1952, he was transferred to the Gunnedah 
branch to manage the store in Conadilly Street. Here he 
met the love of his life, Rita McCann, at a local dance. The 
couple tied the knot at St Joseph’s Church, Gunnedah, on 
April 30, 1955.

The couple built their home in Gunnedah 1958, which 
has been the centre of family activities for the past six 
decades. Here they raised a close-knit family of four 
children - Paul, John, Anne and Andrew. During the busy 
years of raising their family, Joe became involved with St 
Xavier’s school and received a certificate of appreciation 
for service on the board of St Mary’s College from 1996-
2003. Junior soccer and tennis also attracted his support 
as the Henry children mastered skills in these sports.

Rita later joined Joe at the menswear store, which had by 
then been taken over by Assefs. They worked side-by-
side until retirement around 30 years ago and were highly 
respected in the Gunnedah community serving families 
across the generations.

Joe was immensely proud of his family and their 
achievements and delighted in the arrival of 10 
grandchildren.

He died peacefully on May 17, 2018, at Tamworth Base 
Hospital, aged 90 years.

Joe Henry, front row centre, with his wife, four children 
and their spouses and his grandchildren
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How about support for the abstaining majority?

A friend recently alerted me to a disturbing Teen 
Vogue article that is best described as an explicit “how-to 
guide” on anal sex for adolescents.

Teen Vogue is obviously targeting the general content 
of its magazine towards sexually active teens. In the 
magazine’s view, if teens are doing it, considering doing 
it, or being pressured by a partner to do it, then the 
responsible thing is to give them all the tools they need 
to do so as safely as possible. It’s an argument we often 
hear in sex education disputes.

But this vision of young people does not take into account 
the majority of teens who are not sexually active. It also 
ignores the overwhelming majority of teens who express 
support for postponing sex, along with a desire for more 
encouragement for that decision.

Instead of giving them that support, content like 
this Teen Vogue article leaves teens with the mistaken 
impression that most of their peers are sexually active, 
which, as a recent Harvard study found, can put a lot 
of pressure on young people. Richard Weissbourd, the 
study’s lead author, told (American) ABC News: “These 
overestimations of the size of the hook-up culture can 
cause young people to have sex or to hook up when 

they’re not really interested, and they’re not really ready.”

In June, the CDC’s National Centers for Health Statistics 
(NCHS) released its latest report on teen sexual activity 
and contraceptive use, which is based on data from the 
National Survey of Family Growth (NSFG). The NCHS 
report tells us that teens who have not yet had sexual 
intercourse make up well over 50 per cent of the teen 
population (57.6 per cent of teen girls and 55.8 per cent 
of teen boys), similar to the “levels seen in 2002 and 
2006–2010”. The report also notes: “This pattern across 
recent decades sheds light on the contribution of sexual 
activity to the pattern of decline in the teen birth rate in 
similar time periods.”

Importantly, the NSFG survey asked teen girls and boys 
who said that they were not sexually active, “What would 
you say is the most important reason why you have not 
had sexual intercourse up to now?” The most common 
reason cited by girls was “against religion and morals” 
(35.4 per cent), followed by “haven’t found the right 
person yet” (21.9 per cent); while for boys, the two most 
common reasons were “haven’t found the right person 
yet” (28.5 per cent) and “against religion and morals” 
(27.9 per cent).
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What does this information tell us about teen sexual 
decision-making? First, it tells us that values matter more 
to teens than avoiding sexually transmitted infections 
(STIs) or even pregnancy (which was third on the list for 
both boys and girls). 

And the people who most strongly shape young people’s 
values about sex, including what type of relationship 
signifies the “right person”, are parents, who are 
consistently shown to have the biggest influence on teens 
when it comes sex.

But parents matter to teen sexual decision-making in 
another big way. The structure of a teen’s family life is 
also linked to their sexual debut. For both male and female 
teenagers in the survey, a much lower percentage were 
sexually experienced if they lived with both biological or 

adoptive parents when they were 14. 

Moreover, we know from recent surveys that teens not 
only support delaying sex but want more support for that 
decision, as well as more guidance from their parents and 
other trusted adults in their lives.

The door is wide open for parents, religious communities, 
educators, and other trusted adults to do more to combat 
our sex-obsessed culture and support young people in 
making healthier choices about sex and relationships.

This should include the message that most of their peers 
are not having sex and that delaying sexual activity – 
ideally until marriage – is best for their overall health and 
future success.

Full article by Alysse ElHage, News Weekly, April 21, 2018

A Mathematical Prayer
Dear God, May we, through your blessings, Add purity to the world, 

Subtract evil from our lives, Multiply the good news of your son, And divide your gifts and share 
them with others.

Amen

Armidale Diocesan Youth at the Australian Catholic Youth Festival 2017
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Around
‘n About

ANZAC Day Mass 
ANZAC Day was commemorated with Mass in Our Lady 
of Perpetual Succour Chapel in Gunnedah. The Mass was 
attended by servicemen and women with students from 
St Mary’s College taking part in the readings. Former St 
Mary’s student Karla Douglas was the bugler with the 
sounds of the Last Post echoing through the hallowed 
walls of the beautiful Romanesque chapel. 

Former Gunnedah residents Tony and Suzette 
Campbell had an emotional journey home for ANZAC 
Day, accompanied by their son, Rear Admiral Mark 
Campbell AC CSC RANR, and their grand-daughter Gretel 
Carruthers. Mark served in the helicopter arm of the 
Royal Australian Navy, including the first Gulf War.  Navy 
life has taken him around the world, including service in 
the Red Sea, the Atlantic and Pacific regions, along with 
three years in the Royal Navy. After 38 years of service, 
Rear Admiral Campbell is now a reserve officer working 

A special friendship
Each fortnight St Joseph’s School students visit their 
grand-friends at McMaugh Gardens Aged Care facility. 
St Joseph’s School is so fortunate to share a back fence 
with McMaugh Gardens thus making us neighbours with 
a wonderful group of older (and wiser) “adopted” grand-
parents.
These visits are treasured moments in the lives of both 
young and old. Sometimes the visits will involve a “show 
and tell” such as the students showing the “grandies” the 
musical instruments they have made; sometimes it may 
involve performing a song or poetry recital; sometimes 
it’s just having a yarn about the “olden days”. Whatever 
the focus of the visit may be, the outcome is always one 
of mutual benefit, with everyone looking forward to the 
next visit.

Mini Vinnies Gathering
St Joseph’s Warialda hosted the Mini Vinnies Gathering 
at the 11th of April. Thank you to the St Philomena’s 
Moree Mini Vinnies for attending and to Michael 
O’Kane (St Vincent de Paul Armidale) for organising the 
Gathering. The students prayed together, participated in 
team building activities and explored ways to put their 
faith into action. St Joseph’s Warialda Mini Vinnies look 
forward to exploring ways of putting their faith into 
action.

for the navy. He is based in Canberra, while his parents 
live in Toronto. Suzette Campbell said it was good to 
see everyone on ANZAC Day: “All have, and are, such an 
important part of my life.”

McMaugh Gardens resident Ruth Ayre with students Jade 
Redmond, Brittany Doran and Kaitlyn Walters.

Gretel Carruthers, Rear Admiral Mark Campbell, Fr John McHugh 
and Suzette Campbell

Photo: St Joseph’s Warialda and St Philomena’s 
Moree Mini Vinnies
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Around
‘n About

Girls’ Night In
 
Sister Squared held a ‘Girls Night In’ at McCarthy Catholic 
College Tamworth, with a range of students attending 
with their mothers. The night started with a fitness and 
yoga routine by Sami Rigby and Alana Maguire from 
Pink Battalion Fitness, followed by inspirational and 
motivational talks from Queen of Country, Alex Kellahan 
and Princess of Country, Cheyanne Conlan. The girls 
completed quizzes on nutrition followed by dinner in 
the hall. Beauticians, make up artists, hairdressers and 
stylists gave talks and tutorials to all the girls, who then 
had their photos taken by a professional photographer. 
A huge thank you to Year 12 student, Montana Cooper-
Mason for organising the event, which was enjoyed by 
all who attended.

The girls and their mum’s attending the Girls’ Night In enjoyed their 
time together

Mother’s Day Breakfast 
St Michael’s Catholic Primary School Manilla hosted a 
Mother’s Day Breakfast. Many wonderful ladies braved 
the chilly morning to enjoy a bacon and egg roll proudly 
cooked and served by our year 5 and 6 students. It was 
lovely to meet and greet lots of mums from our School 
community over a cup of tea or coffee.

 
Kristie Mitchell and her sons Connor & Bryce

School Choir Goes Celtic
The first week of May in Glen Innes is a time of 
celebration of all things Celtic.  This year the Australian 
Celtic Festival honoured the islands of Galicia, Brittany 
and Asturias. St Joseph’s School Choir under the 
direction of Mrs Shanny Core shone at the Combined 
Schools Concert and the official opening in the Town 
Square. Their haunting rendition of Hallelujah had the 
audience entranced and you could see all the hard 
work and dedication of giving up their lunch hours that 
Mrs Core and her Choir had put in was really worth it.

Photo: St Joseph’s Glen Innes, School Choir at the Official 
Opening of the Australian Celtic Festival in the Town Square of 

Glen Innes.
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Around
‘n About

Warialda Vinnies Winter Appeal
Our Kinder to Year 2 students joined our Mini Vinnies 
at the end of last term to present the ladies from 
Warialda St Vincent de Paul with our donation for the 
annual Winter Appeal. The children wore items of warm 
clothing to school and brought in blankets and wraps. 
They sorted these items and were rewarded with some 
yummy treats and lemonade.  Thank you to the families 
and friends of St Joseph’s for their generosity and thank 
you to the Vinnies ladies for hosting us.

St Joseph’s Mini Vinnies and K-2 Students Sorting Our Winter 
Appeal Donations
Lachlan Hawkins, Jasmin Briggs  Darcy Woollett,Jasmin Cuell, 
Scarlette Smith, Anna-May Sharp, Izabel Smith, Luca Quarello, 
Gabbie Quarello, Izabel Woollett, Shianne McKee-Walsh, 
Claire Smith, Lathan Sharp

Rocket Science!
Science is something special at St Mary of the Angels. 
This term our Year 5/6 class are studying the unit “Change 
Detectives” which focuses on the science of changes of 
state.  Dr Chris Fellows (Our Scientists in Schools partner) 
visited our class to help investigate the properties of 
liquid nitrogen and what happens when it changes from 
liquid to a gas. Oh, the joys of frozen marshmallows 
and frozen flowers! Here we see the effects of placing 
water and liquid nitrogen on top of each other, turning 
the container upside-down and allowing them to mix 
quickly. This results in the creation of heaps of water 
vapour rocket which shoots a plastic bottle into the air.  

 Mr Stephen Chapman with his liquid nitrogen rocket. 

The Holy Spirit Truly is amongst us
Parishioners at Gunnedah had a new experience when 
the town was blacked out during a violent electrical 
storm, and the lights went off as Mass was about to 
begin. With the church closed for renovations Masses are 
being held in the smaller Our Lady of Perpetual Succour 
Chapel, which made it easier to light up with candles and 
lights from mobile phones - everyone agreed that it was 
quite spiritual.

Fr John McHugh celebrates Mass by Candlelight
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Around
‘n About

Westpac Rescue Helicopter
The Palmer’s Family group from St Joseph’s Parish 
Gunnedah visited the Westpac Rescue Helicopter Service 
to find out more about the work they do.
The visit was very informative and inspiring. The family 
group felt blessed that they have such a service in their 
lives.
The Palmer’s Family Group with the Westpac Rescue Helicopter

Youth Listening Forums
The National Year of Youth has highlighted the need to 
listen to our youth and to hear what they are saying. 
Bishop Kennedy, together with the Catholic Education 
Office and teaching staff of our schools are personally 
putting this into action. St Philomena’s Moree recently 
had a visit from Bishop Kennedy. He sat with Year 10 
leaders to listen to their thoughts, views, ideals and 
concerns.  By sharing a meal around a table, a relaxed 
environment is created to help the conversation flow.
Bishop Michael Kennedy engaging with Year 10 student leaders of 

St Philomena’s Moree

Bishop Doody Medal
Kate Edwards  recently graduated from UNE with the 
Bishop Doody Memorial Gold Medal for Latin. 
“My study of Latin commenced almost twenty years 
ago at the University of Sydney, when I enrolled in 
some Latin units (just out of curiosity!) as part of my 
first degree, which was primarily in Music and Science. 
Having qualified to teach secondary Music, I happened 
to find employment at one of the few schools in NSW 
which continues to offer Latin (Kinross Wolaroi School 
in Orange), and I quickly put my hand up to teach some 
junior Latin classes. I soon discovered a passion for 
teaching Latin, and in time I decided to enrol in a Graduate 
Diploma in Humanities at UNE in order to broaden and 
deepen my knowledge of the Latin language, and all 
the wonderful literature and history that goes with it. 
I continue to teach Latin, now to HSC level, at Kinross 
Wolaroi School, and having recently graduated from 
UNE with the Bishop Doody Medal, hope to undertake 
some further study, researching Latin pedagogy and in 
particular its potential to support and develop English 
literacy.
I would like to thank the Diocese for the provision of 
the medal; I was delighted to receive it.” 

Kate Edwards, recipient of the Bishop Doody Medal
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1800 372 826 
Centacare NENW is a registered NDIS provider. 

Centacare NENW is a registered NDIS 
provider with a friendly, trained team ready  

to enrich the lives of all people with disabilities. 

We encourage you to: 

 Choose your own adventure and 

 Live life your way, with freedom.   

We involve you, and your family and carers;  

finding ways to assist you to achieve your goals. 

 

Ask us about Plan Management, Coordination of Supports, 
Therapeutic Supports, Behaviour Support, and Counselling for you 

or your carer. 

  

We also offer help with mediation, and 
family relationship information and 

education. 

Disability  
    Inclusions 

Keeping you at the centre of your life 
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St Albert’s College has been delighted to welcome Fr 
Paul McCabe in the role of College Chaplain this year. Fr 
Paul has given some 50 years of service to the Catholic 
Diocese of Armidale. 

We were thrilled that, as he moves towards retirement, Fr 
Paul still believed he had much to offer the students of St 
Albert’s as a Priest, Chaplain, mentor and friend.

Fr Paul celebrated our commencement Mass at the 
College in February which was attended by students, staff 
and friends alike on a glorious New England afternoon. 
He has enjoyed the opportunity to engage with our 
students both formally and informally at college events, 
at our fortnightly floor gatherings and Masses celebrated 
at the College.

Fr Paul has encouraged students to seek the truth and to 
be the truth. 

He has also reminded them of the power of love and the 
difference that each young man and woman can make 
to society in both action and word on a daily basis. He 
has given wonderful messages to the student body and 
his presence has been very well received by the college 
family.

We are thrilled that Fr Paul has found the time to enlighten 
the St Albert’s community through his intellect, humour 
and genuine humility thus far. We very much look 
forward to his ongoing influence on the lives of all those 
he encounters at the College.

We are the Truth
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Director of Schools, Chris Smyth

During the last week of Term 1, 2018, I had the privilege of visiting several schools during a 760 km round 
trip from Armidale. We are very fortunate to live in a wonderful part of Australia which is rich in history and 
scenic beauty. Our system of schools is flourishing in these communities, despite the challenges of education in 
rural and regional Australia highlighted in the recently released Australian Government Halsey Review.

The commitment and hard work of our leaders and teachers were on display as we approached the end of 
term. A performance and development culture reflecting Australia’s expectations in the AITSL standards is 
something we must continue to aspire to. Teachers see themselves as learning all of the time, irrespective of 
experience or expertise.

A lot of time in a car and lots of formal and informal conversations provided a lot of time for self-reflection. 
The following reflections of staff I met complement some insights and personal beliefs I have held for a long 
time:

          Students need a positive relationship with a person/ teacher to connect with the subject

          Religious education requires relationships with teachers who are witnesses

          Parishes need priests who engage and build relationships with all of the people

And then we get to the ‘real work’:

• Quality pastoral care must underpin all that we do in schools. Positive relationships 
built on support for young people promotes quality learning. Students struggle with their learning 
when their social and emotional needs are not being met. Low SES, isolation, unemployment, domestic 
violence, drug abuse, no breakfast, bullying, and educational apathy are amongst the challenges staff 
and students may regularly face. Fortunately, I never hear these challenges expressed as an excuse, but 
rather a frustration that we don’t seem to be able to adequately deal with. Our students deserve love and 
belonging, not just survival! For some students, our schools are their safest place and the place where 
they derive the most fun and enjoyment in their lives. Personal power and freedom will follow for these 
students. It is great that we do that for them. We need to explore more access to external allied health 
professionals.

• The learning agenda is a strong feature of our system of schools. It was encouraging to hear 
principals say they see themselves as teachers first. The school consultant and system coach are working 
well with principals and leaders of pedagogy as an Instructional Leadership Team (ILT). 

Not all schools are in the same place in their change process but the observations above 
are real and a product of principal vision, strategy and persistence. 
The appetite for change and improvement in the performance of our teachers and 
their commitment to the young people in their classrooms is tangible and admirable. 

Catholic Schools are Good Schools 
and Good Catholic Schools



JUNE 2018 - CATHOLIC VIEWPOINT - 23

The Year of Youth Cross was officially commissioned at 
the Catholic Schools Week Mass in Armidale. It is now 
travelling in pilgrimage to each of our schools to form 
the basis of prayer, discussion and reflection on the Year 
of Youth in local school communities.

The Design
The year of Youth Cross reflects the rural context of the 
Diocese of Armidale. The Cross was designed by Frank 
Patricks, a teacher from McCarthy Catholic College in 
Tamworth and took in excess of 140 hours to complete. 
The design reflects the feel of the Australian bush and the 
sense of spirituality that is intrinsic within the Australian 
flora and fauna. These design elements celebrate a truly 
Australian Church that links us with our Aboriginal and 
Torres Strait Islander brothers and sisters as well as 
the Universal Church. Highlighting how all things are 
interrelated including Indigenous Christian spirituality 
with our own traditional Catholic spirituality. 

The design on the front of the cross is repeated on the 
back, so that it may be viewed from both front and 
back allowing for people to sit around the cross for 
prayer. The cross is hollow and the centre is filled with 
motion sensitive lights, which turn on in the dark as it is 
approached, shining through the many small holes that 
have been incorporated into the design. 

Diocese of Armidale - 
Prayer for the Year of Youth

Lord, 
In this year of youth, be with young people as 

they strive to do your work. 
Guide them to follow Jesus’ example of 

compassion and mercy.
Help the youth reach out to those in need 
in our schools, families and in our global 

communities.
Lead young people to peaceful solutions in 

conflict, to forgive, and to make choices that 
reflect your love.

May your Church continue to share the joy of 
your Gospel with all people.

Amen
Our Lady of the Southern Cross, Help of 

Christians, pray for us.
St Mary of the Cross MacKillop, friend of the 

young, pray for us.

Formation Year of Youth Cross

Frank Rogers

Olivia Clarke from McCarthy Catholic College Composed 
the Prayer for the Year of Youth
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ADIG commitment to schools
Last term ADIG was proud to present St Edward’s Primary 
School Tamworth with a book prize of “Dinosaurium” 
by Lily Murray. This was in recognition of their ongoing 
commitment to promoting ADIG throughout their wider 
school community.
The students from St Edward’s Infants campus were 
extremely excited to see the new addition to their library 
with many children asking if they could be the first one 
to borrow it!
Pictured are the St Edward’s Year 2 leaders; Evie Jackson, 
Hayley Flynn, Henry Thomas, (Front Row) Isla Grills, Todd Colley 
and Chester Brooke.

Farewell to Meg
It was with a heavy heart that we said goodbye to our 
Marketing & Relationship Mananger, Meg Lloyd. Meg 
has resigned from her position with ADIG in order to 
pursue other goals.
Meg was an important part of the ADIG management 
team and her change management skills and mature 
attitude will be missed.
Meg was instrumental in initiating the ADIG All-rounder 
award for Year 12 students in our Diocese’s Catholic 
Schools’ system. Many people will also remember Meg 
from her wide travel throughout the Diocese, where 
she took the opportunity to meet with school staff, 
parishioners and individuals through the various events 
ADIG was involved in over the past two years.
We would like to take this opportunity to thank Meg for 
all her work over the past two years and wish her the 
best with her endeavours in the future.

Annual Report
The Armidale Diocesan Investment Group Annual Report will be released soon 
and it will show the work and progress that has been made by ADIG during 
the last financial year period. ADIG continues to grow throughout the Diocese 
and this report will show that ADIG’s strength and security has not only been 
maintained during the past twelve months, but it has also grown.
The friendly, professional staff and their helpful manner remain as does our 
commitment to the Diocese and continuing the charitable works that investing 
with ADIG brings.
In coming months, you can obtain a copy of the Annual Report by visiting our Armidale 
or Tamworth offices, through your local parishes or you can view it online at:  
www.adig.com.au

Part of your Parishes
Part of your Schools
Part of your Community
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Education is one of the key ways that Myanmar, after 
decades of internal conflict and political struggle, is 
moving towards a new age of democracy.

Led by Cardinal Charles Maung Bo S.D.B., the Catholic 
Church has prioritised education as the key stepping stone 
to peace, and the 2018 Catholic Mission Church Appeal 
highlights the important work of Catholic Mission in 
Myanmar through teacher formation.

A decade ago, Cardinal Bo founded a teacher-training 
centre called the Pyinya Sanyae Institute of Education 
(PSIE) to help support education across the country, 
and through teacher training and the implementation 
of alternative, child-centred education, the Church is 
contributing in a positive way to development.

In the video featuring Myanmar, Cardinal Bo speaks 
directly to the importance of education.

“Without the education of the children, Myanmar would 
have no future. The whole of the Myanmar Church has 
given education as the priority”, he said.

https://youtu.be/e45vEZYRI3s

Parishioners are invited to reach out through financial 
gifts and prayers in support of the work of the Church in 
Myanmar.

Through providing schools with teachers who are well-
trained, as well as supporting the construction and 

renovation of schools, children in even the most remote 
parts of Myanmar will have better access to quality 
education.

Diocesan Director of Catholic Mission JacquelineToakley 
said that small amounts go a long way toward a better 
future in places like Myanmar.

“For many of us in Australia, we would think nothing 
of spending $50 on a meal, yet this amount can fund the 
training of one teacher at PSIE for three days. $100 will 
contribute towards the cost of educational resources for 
remote schools supported by the work of the Church in 
Myanmar”, she said.

“St John’s School in the remote northern town of Hakha, 
is a newly established school that services over 50 local 
children. The teachers at St John’s provide holistic 
education to the children through interactive learning 
with and child-centred methodologies.”

“PSIE has a unique teacher formation program that aims 
at empowering young men and women with the training 
and skills they need to reach out to communities like 
Hakha, and support the education of children so that they 
have a brighter future.”

To find out more about this year’s Catholic Mission 
Church Appeal please visit:

http://catholicmission.org.au/churchappeal2018

Healing a Nation 
Through Education - 

Catholic Mission 
Launches Myanmar 

Church Appeal
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Over 200 million 
Christians worldwide 
experience persecution 
for their faith in Jesus

We are the only international 
Catholic charity that focuses 
on the pastoral and spiritual 

support of suffering Christians

Catholic Viewpoint

Sign up to our Newsletter and receive a free set of Olivewood Rosary Beads made by families in Bethlehem

Olivewood Rosary Beads
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Archives
The following extract from ‘Bishop O’Connor. A Sketch’ written by William Murray, solicitor of Armidale 1928, 
describes Bishop O’Connor with language that we rarely hear, let alone use today.

The art of descriptive writing has been replaced with the development of a technological society where we 
are given these images through visual media and thus we no longer need the skill. For some this genre will be 
something never experienced, for others, a reminder of what was once.

BISHOP O’CONNOR. A SKETCH

In the year I876 Cobb & Co coach arrived at the town or 
Armidale containing a passenger destined to play an important 
role in the history of New England and its capital. His name 
and designation was the Rev. Father Patrick Joseph O’Connor.

The Bishop though a man of many parts would belong one 
should say to the type called men of Action” as distinguished 
from “men of words” and yet one remembers that the first thing 
about the newly ordained Bishop that impressed itself on ones’ 
youthful imagination was his voice. Its rich and mellow tones 
reverberating through the old Cathedral was the best possible 
substitute for the organ which had not yet been erected. It 
seemed capable of expressing every emotion of the human breast 
rising sometimes to the heights of devotional rapture and again 
thundering in basso profundo in scornful denunciation   of some 
abuse of the day.

Continuing to treat of external characteristics the next 
impression was the intensely virile personality of the Bishop. 
Seldom if ever has there been seen in our midst so happy a 
combination of a spiritual mind in a Herculean frame.  He 
seemed to be the embodiment of what is termed “muscular 
Christianity”. There is a ·type of “Gospel-cove” upon whom a 
narrow interpretation of holy writ leaves a stamp of dourness 
which makes him an easy prey for the wit of the unbeliever. But 
to learn that the Bishop was not one of this ilk, it was sufficient 
merely to glance at his merry eye and his great jovial rubicund 
countenance like some rich pomegrante deep tinctured with 
humanity”.
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Unites States Conference of Catholic Bishops

Y Bible by YOUCATAustralia
Understand the teachings of the Old and New Testaments 
with the help of introductions and commentary. The 
Youth Bible is written in an approachable, understandable 
way for the modern Catholic. Filled with engaging 
photos, clever and fun illustrations and insightful sidebar 
quotes, the Youth Bible includes helpful introductions 
to the books of the Bible and short, easy to understand 
commentaries, as well as an index of biblical names, 
terms, and topics. Perfect for someone new to the faith or 
anyone looking to delve a little deeper.The Youth Bible is 
a carefully abridged biblical text that helps tell the story 
of the Bible in a more concise, engaging way.

YOUCAT by YOUCATAustralia
Understand the intricacies of the Catholic faith with over 
500 questions answered. Youcat is an aid for youth to 
better understand the Catechism of the Catholic Church. 
This text is an accessible, contemporary expression of 
the ins and outs of the Catholic faith, with commentary, 
definitions of key terms, bible citations and quotes from 
Saints embedded in the margins.

Common questions explained include:

What Catholics believe and why 
How Catholics celebrate the mysteries of the faith 
How Catholics should go about their lives 
How Catholics should pray 

 With some questions more challenging than others, 
each is answered in a clear, straightforward and relevant 
manner. This is a go-to text for young people looking to 
explore the finer details of Catholicism.

All three publications are available via www.youcat.com.
au or www.freedompublishingbooks.com.au 

DOCAT by YOUCATAustralia
Explore the social teaching of the Church in a modern 
context for a young audience. 328 questions are answered 
to give advice on what it means to be a Catholic in 
today’s society. Docat shows its reader how to live the 
values of the Church each and every day. This inspiring 
text highlights the key attributes of Catholicism, showing 
young people the true beauty of faith.

Docat explores several social and political issues, and 
how they impact both society and the Church, addressing 
common topics and talked about themes. It helps young 
readers to understand how to live a life of purpose.
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Each year, Gerber, the 
baby food manufacturer, 
holds a “cute baby” photo 
contest, the winner of 
which receives a $50,000 
cash prize and may appear 
as a “spokesbaby” to 
advertise the company’s 
products. Media coverage 
of the contest is usually 
limited to sweet human-
interest pieces. Not this 
year. The contest made 
huge news when Lucas 
Warren, a child with Down 
syndrome, was named the 
Gerber Baby of 2018.

Notably, the news about 
Lucas was received 
with virtually unanimous 
praise but positive depictions 
of people with Down are all too rare. Those with Down 
syndrome are more often the victims of what can fairly 
be described as a “cleansing”—a concerted international 
effort to see them wiped off the face of the earth through 
eugenic abortion.

If that seems harsh, consider these facts. Iceland brags 
that no babies with Down are born there because of 
prenatal testing and subsequent termination. Denmark 
has been accused of establishing a zero Down syndrome 
birthrate as a national public policy goal, though this is 
denied by its government; but what can’t be denied is 
that only four such babies were born there in 2016. In the 
United States, about 90 percent of fetuses diagnosed with 
Down are aborted. Parents of these unborn babies have 
reported that genetic counselors often push the abortion 
option. 

The idea that abortion is the best option for Down 
babies is furthered by media depictions that focus on the 
difficulties of parenting special-needs children. Abortion 
advocacy isn’t the end of it. Some of the world’s most 
prominent bioethicists have published books and articles 
pushing the moral propriety of killing Down babies after 
birth. If such an argument were made about race, it would 
rightly be branded bigotry.

Lucas’s Gerber Baby victory opens the door 
for a more balanced and positive story to be 
presented. Vogue published a sweet commentary by the 
mother of a Down baby:

There is a stereotype that people with Down Syndrome 
are always happy, and it’s one that, for me, is hard to 
dispute. In fact, people always ask me if I only take 
pictures of her when she’s smiling, but the truth is, no, 
she’s actually just always smiling. My dad, whose brother 

had Down Syndrome, believes that once there is more 
research done around the disorder, scientists will find 
that it negates whatever gene causes judgment. There is 
no science behind it, but, anecdotally, it’s absolutely true: 
Tenley loves everyone.

Perhaps the worst example of anti–Down syndrome 
cruelty came out of the Netherlands recently, in a video in 
which a financial expert coldly tells a young man with the 
condition that “Downers” cost society 48,000 Euros per 
year—“ten times” more than “normal persons.” People 
with Down syndrome may be developmentally disabled, 
but they are not stupid. Surely the ubiquitous message 
that they are not fully welcomed and embraced by the 
rest of society is not lost on them.

Underscoring that point: Frank Stephens, a man with 
Down, when testifying recently before a congressional 
committee in support of increased research funding, 
felt the need to justify his own existence. “Whatever 
you learn today, please remember this: I am a man with 
Down syndrome and my life is worth living,” Stephens 
said, emphasizing the last three words. At the end of his 
presentation, he lamented: “Is there really no place for us 
in the world?”

Shame on us. We have a lot to learn from our brothers 
and sisters with Down syndrome. Perhaps the 2018 
Gerber Baby will help us step off our current course and 
embrace these gentle people with the same unconditional 
love they offer us.

Full Article by Wesley J Smith can be found at www.
firstthings.com. Award winning author Wesley J. Smith 
is a senior fellow at the Discovery Institute’s Center on 
Human Exceptionalism and a consultant to the Patients 
Rights Council.

Why the 2018 ‘Gerber Baby’ Choice is so important
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Kids 
Kapers
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Bishops from across Australia gathered in Sydney in May 
to celebrate the 200th anniversary of the preservation of 
the Blessed Sacrament in this country. 

Sydney Archbishop Anthony Fisher was the principal 
celebrant at the Mass at St Patrick’s Catholic Church, 
The Rocks, to commemorate the milestone.

The anniversary recognises not only 200 years of the 
Eucharist being preserved in Australia, but celebrates the 
faith of those Catholics in the early colony who kept vigil 
with the Eucharist until an official chaplain arrived.

Fr Jeremiah O’Flynn arrived in Sydney as unofficial 
chaplain to the Catholic community at the end of 1817. 
He told Governor Lachlan Macquarie that his credentials 
would soon follow but, when after six months no official 
papers for Fr O’Flynn had arrived, he was arrested and 
shipped back home.

Whether by accident or design, Fr O’Flynn left a 
consecrated host behind in a pyx in either in the home 
of William Davis or James Dempsey (or possibly both.)

In a colonial Church with no priest or Mass, and where 
Catholics – including Mr Davis – were punished for 

refusing to participate in Protestant services, the reserved 
Sacrament became the focus of Catholic life.

The laity kept daily vigil before the Blessed Sacrament 
during the many months until the first official Catholic 
chaplains arrived.

The site of both Mr Davis and Mr Dempsey’s historical 
residences are located in the parish of St Patrick’s, and 
the Church was built to commemorate the preservation 
of the Eucharist within the parish.

Current parish priest of St Patrick’s, Fr Michael Whelan, 
said that this sense of history deepens our sense of 
ourselves and provides a rich contribution to the growth 
of community.

“In particular, knowing what those early Catholics 
suffered because of their faith, is inspiring,” he said.

Commenting on the notion that both the Davis and 
Dempsey homes were situated within the parish of St 
Patrick’s, Fr Whelan said: “In a very real sense, the cradle 
of the Catholic Church in Australia is right here!”

FULL STORY: Bishops to Celebrate 200 Years of 
Eucharistic Devotion (Sydney Archdiocese) 

Bishops to 
celebrate 
200 years of 
eucharistic 
devotion



32 - JUNE 2018 - CATHOLIC VIEWPOINT


