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The 
Bishop 
Speaks

Our Lady of Fatima: 
Does she have 
anything to say 
today?
I have fond childhood memories of my mother 
telling me and my siblings stories. She is a born 
story-teller. She made the lives of the saints, events 
from her own childhood, and great historical events 
all come alive. My favourite story, which I never tire 
of hearing, was of the apparitions of Our Lady to 
the three children at Fatima. Perhaps it was because 
the seers were children my own age. Perhaps it was 
because the date of the first apparition (13 May) 
coincided with my own birthday many years later.

This year we have marked the centenary year of the 
apparitions of the Blessed Virgin Mary to the three 
shepherd children at Fatima in Portugal. From the 
13th May to the 13th October 1917 the Mother of 
God appeared six times to Jacinta Marto (aged 7) 
and her brother Francisco (aged 9) who both died 
of illness a few years later and have since been 
canonised Saints, and their cousin Lucia Santos 
(aged 10) who later became a Carmelite nun and 
died in 2005 at the age of 97.

They were typical children: good but not perfect; 
playful and with a tendency to rush their prayers. 
Yet they were chosen by God to be at the centre of 
one of the most extraordinary occurrences of the last 
century. Mary warned the children that humankind 
was losing its way, and she urged them to pray and 
do penance so that men and women would turn back 
to God.

In 1917 The First World War which people called 
“The war to end all wars” was at its height. Yet our 
Lady warned that if men and women did not turn 
back to God and change their ways an even worse 
war would come, that from Russia would spread the 
errors of atheism and materialism across the earth, 
and that the Church, including the Pope and the 
Catholic faithful, would suffer persecution. And on 
the 13th October, the day of the final apparition, tens 
of thousands of people witnessed the extraordinary 
miracle of the sun as it danced in the sky.

Many people, myself included, believe that the 

Front Cover: Sharing God’s Love via ‘Operation Christmas Child’, 
Jack Rees, Molly Rees, Scarlett Whelan & Chantelle Burge from 

Sacred Heart School Boggabri
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Most Reverend Michael Kennedy

Bishop of Armidale

Virgin Mary truly did appear to and give messages 
to these three children for the sake of the world. The 
fulfilment of our Lady’s predictions and prophecies, 
the miracle of the sun witnessed by so many and 
reported in the local newspapers, and the 
very good and holy lives of the three 
children following the apparitions, 
all point to the truthfulness of the 
events.

Whilst private apparitions 
and revelations such 
as occurred at Fatima 
do not belong to the 
Church’s Deposit of 
Faith (what Catholics 
believe as Divinely 
revealed by God) the 
Fatima apparitions 
were extensively 
investigated and 
formally approved by 
the Church as worthy 
of belief. So, while the 
events and messages 
from Fatima in 1917 
are not formal teachings 
of the Church they are 
encouraged because of the 
credible historicity of the events 
and because they are in harmony 
with the Gospel message and assist us in 
living the Gospel as followers of Jesus Christ.

Pope Saint John Paul II visited Fatima on the 13th 
May 1979, twelve months to the day after the attempt 
on his life, and placed in the crown of Our Lady’s 
statue the bullet that almost killed him, convinced 
that it was Our Lady of Fatima who saved him. In 
his homily at Fatima that day he explained: “If the 
Church has accepted the Message of Fatima, it is 
above all because that message contains a truth and 
a call whose basic content is the truth and the call of 
the Gospel itself.”

He said “Repent, and believe in the gospel” (Mk 1:15) 
are the first words that Jesus addressed to humanity. 
The Message of Fatima is, in its basic nucleus, a call 
to conversion and repentance, as in the Gospel. … 
at the beginning of the Twentieth Century …. Our 
Lady’s call to repentance is a motherly one, and at 
the same time it is strong and decisive. …. It sounds 
like John the Baptist speaking on the banks of the 
Jordan. 

It invites to repentance. It gives a warning. It calls 
to prayer.”

Our parishes and schools all around the Diocese 
have celebrated the Fatima anniversary in 

many and varied ways: Masses, 
rosaries, processions, blessings, 

consecrations, school lessons, 
exhibitions, and the visit of 

the Fatima pilgrim statue. 
These have been moments 

of grace for all those who 
have participated and 
for our Diocese whose 
patroness is Our Lady 
of the Rosary.

But the best way for 
us to mark the Fatima 
centenary is by opening 
our hearts to hear again 
Our Lady’s simple 
message to pray for 
peace and to do penance 
for sinners to come back 

to God. For our world is 
still torn by wars, atheism 

and materialism continue 
to spread, and the Church 

continues to be persecuted in 
many countries. And in 1981 Sister 

Lucia, the lone surviving visionary at 
that time, said that Our Lady had told her 

the final battle between the Lord and the reign of 
Satan will be about marriage and the family.

Our Lady’s message at Fatima was fundamentally 
one of peace, but she warned of serious consequences 
if people did not turn more wholeheartedly to her 
Son, repent of their sins, and pray for peace.

The message of Fatima is just as relevant in 2017 
as it was in 1917: We do indeed live in troubled and 
turbulent times. Our Mother Mary came to us from 
God one hundred years ago to prepare us for these 
times and to call humanity back to her Son and to 
place our trust in him.
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Last year Sacred Heart School Boggabri formed a Mini 
Vinnies Group with ninety percent of the school student 
population becoming members. 

Mini Vinnies is about doing good work in the community 
that benefits people facing social injustice. It is also about 
young people meeting to talk, share ideas, concerns, to 
have fun and support each other. 

In the very short time the group has been formed they 
have provided two children in Fiji with education for a 
year, made cards for the elderly and donated 23 reading 
books to Ronald McDonald House in Tamworth.

This term the members have had a unique opportunity 
to help our Samaritan’s Purse by packing gift-filled 

shoeboxes for children in desperate need, who have 
probably never received a gift before - ‘Operation 
Christmas Child’. Families were encouraged to donate

items for the boxes, such as: something to wear, 
something to love, something special, something for 
school, something to play with and something for 
personal hygiene. The children were divided into six 
groups to fill and pack the boxes. Each box was for a girl 
or boy ranging from 2-14 years.

The Rotary Club of Boggabri generously donated $60 
to cover the postage costs required to post the boxes 
overseas. Samaritan’s Purse will arrange for these boxes 
to be hand-delivered to children in remote villages, slums 
and towns in the developing world.

Thank you to all those who participated during October

Mini Vinnies Group Making A Difference
Tanikah Riley, Sienna Woods, Genevieve Maunder, Molly Rees, Daniel Waters & Elliott Mitchell with shoeboxes packed with gifts for children in desperate need
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St. Joseph’s Parish, Uralla, celebrated the 50th 
anniversary of the opening of the new Church this year. 
The celebrations commenced with a dinner on Saturday 
night at the Uralla showground which was attended by 
ninety people, including many former parishioners, most 
of whom travelled some distance to be there.  These 
included three St. Joseph’s Sisters, formerly teachers 
at St. Joseph’s School, Sr. Antoinette, Sr. Connie and 
Sr. Jean.  Fr. Bill Goldman, who was ordained in the 
Church in 1988, also travelled from Melbourne for the 
celebrations.

The cake was cut by Parish Priest, Monsignor Ted Wilkes 
and former parishioner, Kath Copas.  Reminiscing 
memories and history were shared by Henry Carlon, who 
was a member of the original Planning Committee for 
the building of the Church, and organist Dawn Toomey.

On Sunday morning Mass was celebrated by Monsignor 
Wilkes, and concelebrated by Father Goldman, and was 
attended by many present and past parishioners and 
visitors.  This was followed by a very pleasant lunch 
in the school hall, and was an opportunity for people to 
catch up with old friends.

St. Joseph’s Church, Uralla – Golden Jubilee

Tim & Louise Young, Therese Post, Stephen & Trish Shortis

Gerard Ryan, Alanna McRae, Terry Tearle

Elaine Harris, Mrs Dot Mash, Anne Mash

Heather Hamilton, Therese Post and Tim Young

Fr Bill Goldman
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Viewpoint is an A4 size, full colour, bi-monthly publication 
•	 A wide distribution throughout the Diocese 
•	 free of charge 
•	 available in every parish and school in the diocese 
•	 linked to the Diocesan website
•	 All advertisements will be full colour                                     
•	 (note: front and back covers not available)
•	 10% discount if you advertise for a full year – 6 issues

To know more:
 talk to Naomi 02 6771 8700 or

email: catholicviewpoint@armidale.catholic.org.au

Advertise with Viewpoint - Next issue due: 13 November
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From Rome to Wee Waa

A relic of Blessed John Paul II
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With 

Holy 

Water…

...we bless

Clergy and Principals of the Diocese of Armidale

Our Clergy, as a whole, assemble twice a year to 
consolidate and celebrate their commitment to the 
priesthood and the Diocese. In coming together they are 
able to discuss issues, share experiences and develop 
their knowledge further. At the last Clergy Assembly the 
principals of our schools were also invited to attend as 
the working relationship between our Parish Priests and 
Principals is vital to Catholic education.

Clergy with Principals 
Prof. Clare Johnson spoke to the clergy and principals on 
the following topics: Mission, Leadership and Ministry: 
Grounded in Baptism; Nourished in Eucharist; Strategies 
for enhancing liturgical engagement; How rituals bind 
parish and school communities .

She is the Director of the ACU Centre for Liturgy 
and Professor of Liturgical Studies and Sacramental 
Theology at Australian Catholic University. She has 
taught liturgical studies, sacramental theology and 
liturgical music at the University of Notre Dame (USA), 
Michigan State University (USA) and the University of 
Notre Dame Australia (Fremantle).  

Child Protection Focus 
Our clergy continue to develop their understanding, 
knowledge and skills in the area of Child Protection. 
They participated in a Survivors And Mates Support 
Network (SAMSN) presentation where two dynamic 
speakers shared their personal stories and strategies of 
prevention. The Child Safe Parish Communities booklet 
was also officially launched.
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Prof. Clare Johnson with Fr Joseph Armah and Principal Joseph 
Dimech of Warialda

Bishop Kennedy with Fr McHugh, Monsignor Wilkes, Fr Gleeson and Fr Ike, discussing the Child Safe Communities booklet

Fr Gleeson, Administrator Glen Innes and Alanna McRae, Principal 
of St Mary’s Armidale

Joseph Dimech, Principal of St Joseph’s Warialda with Fr Abmar 
Dumayag, Administrator Moree

Fr John McHugh, PP Gunnedah with Max Quirk, Principal of St 
Mary’s College Gunnedah
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Bishop Visits St Patrick’s Warialda
Bishop Michael Kennedy came to St Patrick’s Parish Warialda to meet the parishioners. On Saturday, a special lunch 
was held in the School hall were 25 people gathered to meet the Bishop. At Sunday morning Mass, Bishop Kennedy 
bestowed the Gifts of the Holy Spirt upon 15 recipients in the Sacrament of Confirmation.  It was a lovely celebration 
followed by morning tea in the parish grounds. Thank you to all those who attended the events over the weekend with 
the Bishop.

St Nicholas’ Parish 
Confirmations
The candidates for 
Confirmation from 
St Nicholas Parish 
Tamworth, numbered 64 
this year. The candidates 
received the Sacrament 
of Confirmation over 
two days. Saturday night 
Mass and Sunday morning 
Masses saw the candidates 
and their families joined 
by the parishioners to 
celebrate the next step to 
their faith journey.

C O N F I R M A T I O N

St Francis Xavier’s Parish Narrabri
Bishop Kennedy spent time with the candidates 
discussing the importance of Confirmation the day 
before they received the sacrament. He was pleased to 
hear that all candidates had given great thought to the 
saint that they admire and wished to be named after. 
The ceremonial Mass was commented to have been one 
of the most beautiful spiritual experiences the children 
and families could have shared. 

Sunday Morning Confirmation Candidates

Confirmation recipiants of St Patrick’s Warialda with Fr Joseph Armah and Bishop Kennedy

Candidates of Confirmation with Bishop 
at St Francis Xavier's parish Narrabri
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St Joseph’s Parish Uralla
St Joseph’s Parish Uralla celebrated 10 children receiving 
the sacrament of First Holy Communion. The children 
were excited but beautifully respectful, understanding 
the significance of the sacrament. The parishioners and 
Monsignor Wilkes helped celebrate with cake after Mass.

F I R S T  H O L Y  C O M M U N I O N
Sacred Heart Parish Inverell
More than 100 reasons to celebrate. More than 100 
cameras to look at! Sacred Heart Parish had 38 First 
Communicants gather for a candid picture taken 
outside the church after Mass. Family and friends of 
the candidates were joined by the parishioners for the 
Sacrament and following celebrations.

Sacred Heart Parish Inverell, First Holy Communion Recipients

Sts Mary & Joseph’s Cathedral Parish Armidale, Saturday Night 
First Holy Communion Recipients

St Joseph’s Parish Gunnedah
First Holy Communion was celebrated in St Joseph’s 
Parish, Gunnedah, when 40 young parishioners started 
out on their own faith journey. The beautiful Mass was 
celebrated by Fr John McHugh in the century-old church 
where generations of families have found joy, peace 
and solace. St Xavier’s teachers Caitlin Jenkinson and 
Scott Seymour prepared the children for this precious 
sacrament while catechist Loreto Kennedy journeyed 
with 12 children from other local schools. The Mass was 
followed by a celebratory cake and morning tea under 
the trees.

St Joseph’s Parish Gunnedah, First Holy Communion Recipients

St Joseph’s Parish Uralla, First Holy Communion Recipients

Saints Mary & Joseph’s Cathedral Parish 
Armidale
Forty-four children celebrated their First Holy Communion 
over two Masses at Saints Mary and Joseph’s Cathedral. 
Fr Francis and Fr Sabu concelebrated this Mass for our 
children. We congratulate all the children who undertook 
six weeks of preparation with their parents and who 
attended a retreat afternoon to prepare for their First Holy 
Communion.  A cake was cut by Fr Francis after each 
Mass and parishioners celebrated with morning tea on the 
Sunday morning.
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Safety, security, affordability and comfort come to mind for 
residents John & Anne Fittler when describing their new 
home at Oak Tree Retirement Village in Tamworth. They 
firmly believe that the move has been the best choice that 
they have made. 

Many Oak Tree residents have made the comment that 
when relocating from a large house with a big yard and a 
pool, they find they are able to release some equity in the 
family home, allowing them to be able to purchase a brand 
new retirement villa at Oak Tree. 

The Fittlers now consider themselves fortunate to be rid of 
the commitment that comes with owning a bigger property 
and the costs incurred to maintain it. They are relaxing in a 
new lifestyle and downsizing to a smaller, more manageable 
home has allowed the couple to enjoy more social and 
financial freedoms. 

“We are doing less housework to maintain our home and 
don’t need to take care of the lawns and gardens any longer. 
We can also leave the management of general repairs and 
home maintenance to the Village staff.

Everything right down to assistance changing a light bulb is 
handled for us. It’s easy, worry-free living” they said.

“For us, moving to Oak Tree was primarily a lifestyle decision 
which has allowed us more freedom to enjoy life and 
represented real value for money. The weekly maintenance 
fees are very reasonable when you consider that they cover 

everything from building insurance, right through to water 
and council rates and all home maintenance. It simply 
means everything is easier.

Operating under the Retirement Villages Act, the Oak Tree 
group adhere to legislation which protects the rights and 
best interests of its residents and the future of the Village.

“Oak Tree keep funds in reserve and when the Village 
requires long term maintenance such as repainting or a new 
roof for our villa, the costs have been provided for.

And, when our time comes to sell the villa, we know we will 
get the best possible market price. The Village will be kept 
in a good state of repair and Oak Tree handle any necessary 
costs to makeover our villa and bring it back to as good as 
new.

Oak Tree even offer to re-sell the property on our behalf and 
charge no commissions” they said.

The Oak Tree Group have grown quickly based on the 
increasing popularity of retirement villages amongst seniors. 
There are now twenty villages in operation in the Eastern 
States of Australia with many more planned to commence 
soon. 

Oak Tree’s primary focus is on regional areas and they build 
smaller villages than others in the industry. This makes for a 
more personal relationship between residents and with the 
Village management team.

A Better Life for Seniors



OCTOBER 2017 - CATHOLIC VIEWPOINT - 11

Diocese of Armidale Seminarians
We have two seminarians beginning their journey. Please pray for Damien Locke and Peterpaul Chikezie as they fulfil 
their calling to the vocation of priesthood. You might bump into them in your parish in the future whilst on pastoral 
placement, so introduce yourself and make them feel welcome.

Peterpaul Chikezie
I am from the South-Eastern part of Nigeria; a native of 
Umuogele Ntigha in Abia State. Nigeria, referred to as 
the giant of Africa, is a very big country owing to its large 
population and economy, with approximately 188million 
inhabitants. 

I was born into a devout Catholic family as the youngest 
of eight children born to Justinprimus and Roseline 
Chikezie of St. Andrew’s Catholic Church Umuogele 
Ntigha in Abia State, Nigeria. I am 26years old, born on 
the 29th of June 1991, the feast of SS. Peter and Paul; 
which merited me the name Peterpaul together as one 
name by my parents. 

I was a seminarian of the Catholic Diocese of Aba in 
Nigeria and I studied Philosophy in Seat of Wisdom Major 
Seminary Owerri Nigeria, where I earned a Bachelor’s 
Degree in Philosophy through Imo State University in 
Nigeria and Pontifical Urbern University Rome. 

Armidale Diocese being a country diocese and very 
traditional corresponds exactly to my previous experience 
as a Catholic seminarian in Nigeria, which makes it very 
interesting to me. 

S E M I N A R I A N S

Damien Locke
I was born in Armidale and brought up in Uralla where I 
attended St Joseph’s Primary School and later O’Connor 
Catholic College in Armidale. I was actually baptised by 
Fr Bernie Frize in the Cathedral in May 1977! My father, 
Ron, passed away suddenly 6 years ago and my mother, 
Trish, now lives here in Armidale. I have one older sister, 
Therese, who lives in Dubbo. She is married and has 
three children. I turned 40 in March.

For the past 18 years I have been working with Emirates 
Airline in Dubai. I started off as a flight attendant and 
then moved into a training role in the areas of safety and 
emergency procedures and leadership before settling 
into my latest role, the Manager Cabin Crew. This role 
included looking after the recruitment, welfare and 
performance of Emirates’ cabin crew workforce of 
25,000 individuals from over 140 nationalities as well as 
strategy and budget for the service delivery department. 

Returning to Australia after living abroad for nigh on 20 
years is certainly taking some getting used to – not the 
least of which the change in climate! Many people might 
be surprised to know that the Catholic Church in Dubai is 
very vibrant. In fact, St Mary’s Parish Dubai is the largest 
parish in the world in terms of congregation numbers. I 
was very active in my parish of St Francis of Assisi Jebel 

Ali where I worked as a catechist, trained our 120+ Altar 
servers and served as the parish master of ceremonies 
during solemn Masses. 
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A  Sacred Trust . . . 
    A  Priceless Confidence . . .

A devout and dignified observance of the funeral rites of the Church,
personally conducted by Shaun Hamilton, 

who has over 30 years’ experience
• All funeral wishes attended to with reverence and understanding

• Compassionate Funeral Staff, always willing to be of assistance 
at any time, day or night 

• Pre-arranged and prepaid funeral bonds available

• Catholic Family owned and operated

Tamworth, Quirindi, Werris Creek, Gunnedah, Manilla & Surrounding Districts

Shaun Hamilton Funerals Pty Ltd

Not associated with or connected to any other funeral 
company bearing the name Hamilton.

Traditional or contemporary funeral
services to suit your family’s individual 
requirements
Pre-arranged and prepaid funeral bonds 
available

Not associated with or connected to any other
funeral company bearing the name Hamilton

EducationExcites
Scholarship for international travel awarded 
to Tamworth teacher
Tamworth teacher Lisa McSweeney has won the 10th 
Australian Catholic University (ACU) Frater Travel 
Scholarship.  

Established by Dr Bob Frater AO and Mrs Margaret 
Frater DSG, the scholarship recognises and awards 
teachers within diocesan Catholic primary schools 
who display leadership qualities and commitment, and 
who will contribute to the continuing development and 
enhancement of the school system through participation 
in an international experience. 

Lisa, a teacher at St Nicholas in Tamworth, will use the 
money from the scholarship to attend the 13th International 
Centre for Innovation in Education Conference (ICIE) 
in Rijeka, Croatia. She chose the conference in Croatia 
because she said the theme ‘Creativity –Innovation- Latest 
Development in Research and Practices’ complemented 
her own teaching and leadership philosophy. 

“I can share innovative ideas with not only my immediate 
colleagues, students and families in her own school 
community but also with others in the Diocese,” Lisa 
said. She will create a blog to share with the school 

community so staff, students and parents may follow her 
journey.

“I feel very privileged and very humbled. I love learning 
as a teacher and I can’t wait to get overseas and see what 
the rest of the world is doing in terms of innovation and 
creativity in classrooms and bring back some ideas for 
my crew in Tamworth.”

Lisa McSweeney

Funeral Home & Head Office 125 Marius St Tamworth 6766 1966     
Branch Office 214 George St Quirindi 6746 2222

ALL HOURS  
         

Central Coast lawyer Ron Tesoriero presented a 
compelling report on his scientific investigation of 
mystical phenomena associated with his Catholic faith 
at St Joseph’s Church Gunnedah during his recent tour 
of the region. 

Raised a Catholic, Ron Tesoriero had become luke-warm 
in his faith as he established a busy law firm and began 
raising a family. His investigative journey and return to 
the full practice of his faith began in 1986 and took him 
around the world following up on what appeared to be 
miracles. These cases are all documented in his book, 
Reason to Believe, where he explored the claims through 
science with renowned senior Australian journalist, Mike 
Willesee.

The focus of Ron’s presentation in St Joseph’s Church, 
however, was based around a documentary made in 1996, 
while investigating a case in Buenos Aires, Argentina, 
where a piece of communion bread spontaneously 
transformed into what looked like flesh and blood.

Pope Francis, who was then the archbishop, wanted a 
scientific investigation - this unique documentary is a 
result of Mr Tesoriero’s work on the case over a period 
of 16 years.

His quest was to find out what this mysterious substance 

was and how it came to be there, through the testing of 
renowned DNA laboratories and forensic pathologists, 
who were told nothing of the sample’s origin. The facts 
and the scientific findings all pointed to the presence of 
heart tissue – a heart that had undergone a trauma, but 
had no DNA.

The scientific findings breathe new life into our 
understanding of the Eucharist, from Christ’s Last Supper 
before his brutal crucifixion, to Masses held today all 
over the world. Ron’s scientific investigation followed 
the trail through history and other Eucharistic miracles, 
including blood on the Shroud of Turin, and much more.

Question time and supper followed the warmly received 
presentation.

Reason to Believe

Ron Tesoriero, centre, with Fr John McHugh and parishioner John 
Martin at Gunnedah
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103rd World Day of Prayer 
for Migrants and Refugees

Saint Nicholas Parish Tamworth joined the 
worldwide Catholic Church celebration of the 
103rd World Day of Prayer for Migrants and 
Refugees in August with a multi-language Mass 
participated in by migrant parishioners.

The mass, celebrated by Frs. Joe and Sabu of 
Armidale, with migrant-parishioners, who wore 
their native dress, and brought food to share which 
were native to their respective countries of origin.

Organised by the Parish Migrant and Refugees 
Mass Team and the Parish Pastoral Council, 
this annual undertaking is one of the most well 
attended parish activities because it highlights the 
multi-cultural texture of the parish.
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                            FUNERALS 
                                   Personalise your loved one’s Farewell 

  

 “Caring for our Catholic Families since 1986” 

            

 

 

 
   

   Finance available.            
   Servicing Tamworth & Districts. 

     45 Gunnedah Road. West Tamworth    

     Phone: 67653999                   
www.burkeandhamilton.com.au 

BEVAN DOUGLAS  

FUNERALS 
For over 40 years we have been caring for your loved ones  

with the compassion, respect & dignity they deserve. 

 
                                             
                                                     
                                                   

 

 

Servicing Tamworth & Districts    
- 24 Hours -      

                              

   02 67607471                                                    
Funeral Bonds & Pre-Paid Arrangements                                                       

info@bevandouglasfunerals.com.au 

 
Practising Catholic Staff,  

Honouring Catholic Funeral Rituals.

 

1040 Gunnedah Road Tamworth 

To reach the grand old age of 90 is always a bonus in life but for 
St Joseph’s parishioners Gloria Reading and Mary Donnelly 
celebrating with family and close friends in Gunnedah was a 
true blessing. Mary and Gloria are still regulars at weekend 
Masses and their amazing milestones were acknowledged by 
Parish Priest Fr John McHugh who presented flowers at both 
celebrations.

90 Years Young!

Family was always at the centre of Mary and Gloria’s lives 
and both women were comforted by their faith and the support 
of St Joseph’s parishioners when they lost their husbands.

Gloria devoted herself to the St Vincent de Paul Society and 
Mary returned to the dance floor, helping with the preparation 
of debutantes and teaching dancing to adults.

Both Mary and Gloria are now great-grandmothers and they 
delight in the joy that family brings.Gloria Reading with her four children, John, Kerry, Bronwyn, & Chris

Mary Donnelly with her children, Therese, Paul, Christine, Bernie & Janette
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Around
‘n About

Emily Di Donna with her artwork ‘Mr Henderson’ at NERAM

SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION
Sacred Heart Parish Boggabri, witnessed Cohen and 
Kaiden Ayton, Elliott Mitchell, Eileen Murphy and 
Tori Whelan receive the Sacrament of Reconciliation. 
These children did a tremendous job completing the 
preparation program and Fr John congratulated them on 
their commitment to completing the program and their 
reverence displayed during the liturgy. 
To coincide with this special occasion, the parish held a 
Family Mass, where a large number of students, parents, 
staff and parishioners celebrated Mass together and this 
was followed by a party to acknowledge and congratulate 
these students on their achievements.

Cohen Ayton, Kaiden Ayton, Eileen Murphy, Tori Whelan 
and Elliott Mitchell

2017 ‘Let’s Hang It’
Congratulations to Emily Di Donna, Year 8 
student from St Philomena’s School Moree, 
who along with other art students, entered 
the University of New England School 
Acquisitive Art Prize (UNESAP) 2017 ‘Let’s 
Hang It’ artwork competition. 
Emily’s  artwork titled ‘Mr. Henderson’, was 
a finalist for which she received a Certificate 
of Distinction at the opening night of the 
exhibition at the New England Regional 
Art Museum in Armidale. Congratulations 
Emily, you should be very proud of your 
achievement, as proud as we are to have 
you at St Philomena’s.

Werris Creek
St Thomas More Parish Werris 
Creek had a special Mass in honour 
of St Mary of the Cross Mackillop, 
followed by a parish meal in a local 
restaurant, as our parish has a great 
tradition of the Sisters of St Joseph’s 
presence for nearly a century. 
Our Extraordinary Ministers of Holy 
Communion, visit about 12 people 
weekly, quite a large number for 
the population, who simply cannot 
attend Mass, especially during 
Winter. Our local hospital provides 
excellent aged care; there are so 
many activities at the hospital the 
ministers have to pick their time 
well.Werris Creek parishioners after the Mary of the Cross Mackillop Feast Day Mass
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Tom McCulloch, Tayla Brown, Jade Wilson

x

Around
‘n About

Quirindi Show
Congratulations to all the children, staff and 
families from St Joseph’s Quirindi who baked 
or created something to enter into the Quirindi 
Show. Our budding Master Chefs competed in 
the school cooking competition.

A Land Down Under
St Philomena’s School Moree recently held their biennial 
K-6 concert.  A Land Down Under featured Australian 
artists and 330 students.  The audience was entertained 
with musical hits from the Easybeats, AC/DC, Guy 
Sebastian, Kylie Minogue, along with a range of others.  

Each student from K-6 participated in a class dance 
choreographed by their teacher. A group of secondary 

students showcased their dance skills, performing 
a contemporary dance to Take Me Over by Peking 
Duk  which was skilfully actioned. 

The residents from Fairview Retirement Village and 
our local pre-schools were invited to attend. They 
enjoyed the concert immensely, as did the parents, 
grandparents  and friends who came to watch a Land 
Down Under.

St Philomena’s Students performing in a Land Down Under.

St Joseph’s Mungindi 
Father Abmar Dumayag and St 
Joseph’s Mungindi celebrate The 
feast of the Assumption of our 
Lady.

Fr Abmar with the staff and students 
of St Joseph’s Mungindi
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Around
‘n About

Book Week 
During Book Week we were transported all over the 
world by the children of St Francis Xavier’s Narrabri, 
for our theme ‘Escape to Everywhere’. Parents helped 
the children with some very creative costumes and 
Mrs Knight, our Librarian, was the commentator for the 
parade. Following the parade, parents, grandparents 
and friends joined us for a picnic lunch on the lawn. 

Liam Bogdanoff and Charlie Croker

National Indigenous Literacy Day
Indigenous Literacy Day is a national 
celebration of Indigenous culture, 
stories, language and literacy. It is 
committed to the improvement of 
literacy outcomes for Indigenous 
students across Australia and its 
core aim is to have our Indigenous 
students talking about:  Why books 
are important to them, what they 
love about books and also making 
them aware that not all students 
are lucky enough to have access to 
books the way they do. St Nicholas’ 
School Tamworth celebrated with the 
Aboriginal students being involved 
in a variety of Literacy activities 
throughout the morning which had 
been organized by, Ms Gemma Tolmie.

Colour My World!
The Holy Trinity School hall came alive with 
colour when students from Year 3 to 10 
performed in the school concert “Colour My 
World”. From Elvis’ “Blue Suede Shoes” to 
Demi Lovato’s “Neon Lights” students sang 
and danced to songs with a colour theme. 
The concert saw a range of group sizes from 
solo to class groups. The finale included two 
uplifting songs “Lord I Lift Your Name On High” 
and “Can’t Stop The Feeling” with over 200 
students involved. The school band played a 
number of the songs, the Drama class provided 
the movie back drop to introduce the acts and 
the Food Technology class provided supper. It 
was a great culmination to weeks of hard work!

St Nicholas students sharing their love of books

Holy Trinity School students groovin’ away
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Around
‘n About

St Patrick’s Walcha
During the year 12 students from St Patrick’s Walcha 
received the Sacrament of Confirmation and 4 students 
received the Sacrament of First Holy Communion. 
St Patrick’s has also been fundraising and building 
community spirit with a strong representative student 
body from the Mini Vinnies group. Students participated 
in ‘Decade a Day’ in May and staff and students are very 
proud of their morning as it is a great way to begin the 
day with reverence. The students were fascinated and 
mesmerized by The Lady of Fatima Statue and became 
very engaged with its story. 

St Patrick’s Confirmation recipients with Monsignor Wilkes and 
Bishop Kennedy

2017 Altar Servers
St Nicholas’ Parish Tamworth has some fresh new altar 
servers fulfilling their call of service. Will & Henry George 
have been training the new recruits throughout the year, 
under Fr Joe’s guidance. The boys and girls have shown 
great enthusiasm towards their altar serving as well as 
great reverence. We hope they continue with this service 
to the Lord throughout their lives.

Photo: The new Altar Servers with Will & Henry George and Fr. Joe 
after their Installation Mass in August.

Walk for Olive
The SRC of O’Connor Armidale organised a walk- a thon 
to fundraise for some new items around the school and 
to make a donation to the adorable Olive Russell. Over 
400 students and teachers walked from the Armidale 
Pine Forest to O’Connor.
Olive was born with a number of medical issues which 
have blocked her trachea since birth, which means she 
has never been able to speak or make any vocalisation. 
Olive’s father, James, teaches at O’Connor and is the Year 
7 Co-ordinator. In the past three years Olive has under-
gone many major surgeries making the journey across 
to Perth six times to see the only surgeon available in 
Australia. 

O’Connor Catholic College staff and students preparing for the 
school walk-a-thon



OCTOBER 2017 - CATHOLIC VIEWPOINT - 19

Around
‘n About

St. Francis Xavier’s Parishioners with Fr 
Gerard Ryan and the Statue of Our Lady of 
Fatima. 

Hats in the Air to new learning spaces. 
St Nicholas’ Tamworth School students and staff 
have celebrated the Official Opening and Blessing 
of our new Innovative Library and Educational 
Facilities. 
The ‘unofficial opening’ of the new library took 
place at Morning Assembly. The students joined 
with teachers to cut the ribbon and cheer in the 
unveiling.  As they counted down, students threw 
their hats in the air to celebrate. 
As our Year 5 and 6 students enjoy their new 
learning facilities, ‘The Zone’, our Teacher 
Librarian, Mrs Julie McGuirk is busy welcoming 
keen students into the new Library.  Her  message 
to the school was this: a space for all and for all 
a space. Every day in the library was a good day 
but now every day in the new library will be an 
amazing day!

Father’s Day
St Francis Xaviers’ P & F Association Narrabri provided a 
yummy BBQ breakfast at school to celebrate Father’s Day.  
Our visitors were welcomed with the aroma of bacon 
and eggs cooking on the ‘barbie’.  Everyone enjoyed a 
bacon & egg roll or two with a cup of tea or coffee to 
wash it down before heading off to their commitments 
for the day.  Thank you to the volunteers from the P & F 
for organising this lovely event.

Our Lady of Fatima 
St. Francis Xavier’s Parish Narrabri had 
a visit from Father Gerard Ryan and the 
Statue of Our Lady of Fatima. Father 
Ryan gave a dynamic and passionate 
talk about the message to the three 
children of Fatima and encouraged us 
all to pray the Rosary. Father celebrated 
Mass with our community and enjoyed 
a beautiful meal with parishioners. 

Hats in the Air!

Shaigh Thompson, Barlow Roberts and Romeo Backhouse-Smith enjoy 
their bacon & egg rolls
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1800 372 826 
Centacare NENW is a registered NDIS provider. 

Centacare NENW is a registered NDIS 
provider with a friendly, trained team ready  

to enrich the lives of all people with disabilities. 

We encourage you to: 

 Choose your own adventure and 

 Live life your way, with freedom.   

We involve you, and your family and carers;  

finding ways to assist you to achieve your goals. 

 

Ask us about Plan Management, Coordination of Supports, 
Therapeutic Supports, Behaviour Support, and Counselling for you 

or your carer. 

  

We also offer help with mediation, and 
family relationship information and 

education. 

Disability  
    Inclusions 

Keeping you at the centre of your life 
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Recently the Directors of Catholic Education from across NSW visited the Diocese of Armidale. They spent 
time collaborating at the Catholic Schools Office in Armidale and visited schools in Armidale and Tamworth. 
In preparing for their visit I realised again that we have much to celebrate and be proud of in our school 
improvement agenda. We spoke to them about our strengths and challenges in our regional context. We 
continue to promote what we are doing in our Diocese so that we can inspire leaders and teachers to join our 
ranks whilst at the same time promoting the development of our staff as we plan for succession.
 
Our strengths are worth naming here:                                                                                                                          
    A commitment to the Catholic core principles and values in our communities and curriculum
     A developing Catholic professional learning community (CPLC) that is committed to systemness and is as 
    concerned about the success of their students as all the students of the Diocese of Armidale

    A developing CPLC where trust and positive professional relationships are valued and promoted
    A CPLC that is focussed on learning, collaboration and has a results orientation
 
    A system of schools where building leader and teacher capacity comes before accountability and quality 
    before compliance
    A system of schools where collaboration of teachers is promoted in flexible classroom spaces and 
    professional learning teams
      A system of schools where student pastoral care and wellbeing supports academic excellence

    A system of schools that provides strong foundations in literacy and numeracy whilst embracing student 
    opportunities for problem solving, critical thinking, creativity and collaboration

    A system of schools that is committed to being self reflective and self improving as measured against the 
    standards of the National School Improvement Tool and the AITSL Standards for teachers and principals.
 
We all know that a clearly articulated vision repeated by all of us over and over again will lead to shared beliefs 
and understandings. This is the basis by which we can work together towards improving student faith and 
learning outcomes in a culture where this also meets the professional needs of our staff.

Director of Schools
Chris Smyth

CATHOLIC SCHOOLS: 
GREAT LEARNING 
GREAT COMMUNITIES 

       
        

          
               

                         

       
        

          
               

                Catholic Schools Of  ce News              To Proclaim, Witness 
and S

erve

NSW Directors of Catholic Education visit 
O’ Connor Catholic College Armidale
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GUNNEDAH
St Mary’s College, Gunnedah, farewelled the 2017 
Yr 12 students at their graduation Mass in St Joseph’s 
Church in September. The Mass was followed by sup-
per and presentation of awards. The prestigious Honour 
Prize for leadership was awarded to College Captains 
Maria Ortiz and Ben Maher, while the McAuley prize 
for academic excellence was awarded to Chloe Zelinski, 
Annerley Fitzsimmons and Whitney Mansfield, who was 
also named Senior of the Year.

ARMIDALE
O’Connor Catholic College
In today’s world we hear a lot about happiness and how we 
should all strive to be happy. Don’t strive for happiness - 
strive to be challenged, to argue, to stand up for what you 
believe to be right, to have fun, to laugh, to cry. You have 
to experience sadness to know what happiness is. Your 
best of times will be when something is hard and you get 
through it, not when it has been easy. It’s during these 

Year 12 
Graduations 

St Mary’s College Gunnedah, Yr 12 Graduation Class

times you will recognise what happiness is. In St Paul’s 
first Letter to Corinthians he says ‘But strive for the great-
er gifts. And I will show you a still more excellent way’ 
 
It is during the hard times when I know God is there. One 
of my favourite prayers is Footprints. The prayer begins 
with a person looking back on their life. They notice that 
there were two sets of footprints where the Lord and the 
person walked side by side, but found that in sad times 
or hard times there was only one set. The person thought 
that God had deserted them, but the prayer ends with: 
 
The Lord replied, “My precious, precious child. I love 
you, and I would never, never leave you during your 
times of trial and suffering. When you saw only one set 
of footprints, It was then that I carried you.”

In hard times know that you are not alone, not only do 
you have your family and friends you also have your 
God. You are truly founded on faith.

Taken from Ms Regina Menz’ Graduation speech

 

TAMWORTH
McCarthy Catholic College
As Katherine and I think about all of our peers we know 
without a shred of doubt that the negative perceptions of 
our generation are absolutely and unequivocally wrong. 
When we think about the Class of 2017 we visualise 
social activists, entrepreneurs, artists, musicians, writ-
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ers, photographers, scientists, lawyers, teachers, lead-
ers, philosophers, and of course the future prime min-
ister, Nick Mitchell. We think about people that know 
how to do everything from rivalling Einstein and Mo-
zart to making some great memes. After all, we can 
proudly say that we’re the generation who, 30 minutes 
after the English Paper 1 Trial, had a meme up on the 
HSC Discussion Group. No, we’re not perfect. But 
we are who we are. We, the class of 2017 are going 
to leave this world better than we found it. Jack Awad 

To all of our teachers, who have helped to build the 
foundations for some of the world’s most outstanding 
and incredible adults. Thank you for being role models, 
mentors, and friends. You have compelled many of us to 
have a lifelong hunger for knowledge. You have inspired 
values of compassion, philanthropy, hard-work, integ-
rity, and commitment. We thank you for molding young 
minds….. We thank you for swallowing every negative 
generalisation made about teachers, and knowing in your 
hearts that what you accomplish in school is worth it all. 
Even on the difficult days, remember that you are never 
forgotten. Even after we leave, the class of 2017 will 
be thinking of you. We carry what you taught us in our 
minds, and also in our hearts, for the rest of our lives. 

Katherine Sleiman

Taken from McCarthy Catholic College Captains’ Speech

O’Connor Catholic College Yr 12 
Graduation Class ‘Selfie’

McCarthy Catholic 
College Graduation 
Class Captians, Jack 
Awad & Katherine 
Sleiman
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Join us and make a difference

At ADIG, we work hard to maintain competitive interest rates for all our accounts.

Compare ADIG
Call us to compare our rates today and see how you can help your 
Diocese, your Parishes and schools as well as your future.

Call us on 1800 040 903 or 1800 803 194.

Refer to www.adig.com.au for our full disclosure statement.

Congratulations to the 2017 ADIG All-rounder 
Award Recipients 

Congratulations to the inaugural ADIG All –rounder 
Award recipients.  ADIG are proud to initiate an award 
that supports students finishing Year 12 and progressing 
to post-school study.  The panel of judges were 
impressed by the standard of entries. Not only were the 
individual achievements of the extraordinary applicants 
considered, but also the student’s commitment to 
participating and contributing to their respective 
communities.
The ADIG Year 12 All- rounder Award acknowledges the 
Year 12 student who has:

•	 Provided outstanding service and 
contribution to their College and /or wider 
community 

•	 Academic potential and will undertake post-
school education in the following year

•	 Demonstrated involvement in co-curricular 
activities 

•	 Demonstrated contribution to spiritual life

Three successful Year 12 students, who attended 
a Diocesan College received $1,500 towards their 
Vocational or Tertiary studies in Semester 2, 2018 and 
another student was surprised with an encouragement 
award of $500.

Meet the Recipients 
All recipients demonstrated extensive involvement 
in co-curricular activities and had undertaken leader-
ship and committee activities such as membership of 
Student Representative Councils, Environmental Groups 
and Anzac Day Committees. Importantly, each student 
demonstrated a contribution to spiritual life through 
activities such as school mass participation, St Vincent 
de Paul groups and Parish attendance.

Jack Awad – 2017 ADIG All-rounder Recipient 

Jack demonstrated active involvement in school 
leadership and co-curricular activities. Jack has 
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completed Peer Literacy Tutoring study at TAFE and is a 
“Study Jam” tutor to children of Migrant families.  He is 
Captain of a local Futsal team, involved in Multicultural 
Inc. in Tamworth which includes Country Music Festival 
responsibilities and is an active member of St Nicholas 
Church.

Isabelle Ambrose – 2017 ADIG Encouragement 
Award 

Isabelle is not only actively involved in various councils 
at her school, but is also a member of the Friends of 
Nioka Group, which fundraises for Tamworth Hospital’s 
Palliative care unit.  Isabelle has completed both a 
Certificate 11 and 111 in Animal Studies and spends her 
holidays working at Taronga Zoo as a ‘Youth at the Zoo’ 
volunteer.

Annerley Fitzsimmons – 2017 ADIG All-rounder 
Recipient

Annerley is actively involved in school activities and has 
also represented Gunnedah at National and State levels 
in Pony Club and the Shire band.  She was the 2016 Miss 
Gunnedah Junior Showgirl and is involved in the Riding 
for the Disabled Program.  The panel was impressed 
with Annerley’s time management skills.

Eliza Clark – 2017 ADIG Encouragement Award 

Eliza Clark has represented O’Connor Catholic College in 
many sports and academic challenges. Eliza is an active 
local committee member and community contributor.  
She is a Netball Coach and Umpire, and an Accredited 
Sports Manager.  Eliza is also a Coordinator for the 
Armidale Eisteddfod. More broadly, Eliza became an 
UN Youth Australian Delegate - 2017 Pacific Project. She 
was an attendee at both The Australian Catholic Youth 
Festival and The Lasallian Schools Leadership Seminar 
and the World Vision Youth Conference. Eliza has strong 
involvement in School Mass activities and her Parish. 

Jack Awad and Isabelle Ambrose of McCarthy Catholic 
College with Meg Lloyd after receiving their awards.

Annerley Fitzsimmons, St Mary’s College Gunnedah, 
receives her award from Fr. John McHugh, chairman of the 
ADIG Board.  

Eliza Clark, thrilled to be an 2017 ADIG All-rounder Recipient
ADIG is thrilled to assist 2017 Award recipients. We 
wish them every success in the coming months and look 
forward to following their progress.  
ADIG looks forward to assessing new applications from 
the 2018 graduates next year.  Look for information in 
your schools and on the ADIG webpage:  www.adig.com.au
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Pope’s top minister thanks ACN for helping faithful 
‘endure’ persecution

THE Vatican’s Secretary of State has warned that Iraq’s 
ancient Christian community is struggling for its very 
survival – and has made an urgent call for the rights of all 
minority groups to be respected.

Cardinal Pietro Parolin, who ranks second behind 
Pope Francis in the Vatican, issued his stark warning: 
Speaking at the meeting about the future of Iraq’s 
Christians, Cardinal Parolin said: “We are all aware that 
the conflicts and tensions of recent years represent a 
risk, not only for the survival of Christians – but also for 
the very possibility that the Middle East can be a place 
of coexistence between peoples belonging to different 
religious and ethnic groups.”  

The prelate praised Aid to the Church in Need for its help 
both for displaced families who were driven out of the 
Nineveh Plains in 2014, and its role in the plans to rebuild 
destroyed Christian towns and villages in the region. He 
said: “I would like to express my sincere appreciation for 
the support provided by Aid to the Church in Need in the 
three years since the ISIS invasion, which has enabled the 
many uprooted Christian families to endure this situation 
with dignity and in security. Your reconstruction project… 
is yet another sign of the concern you have shown, with 
a sense of urgency and with remarkable efficiency and 
organisation.”

He added: “The process of reconstruction started by 
[ACN], and the return of Christians to a degree of 
normality in their lives, should be the primary and urgent 
objective of our efforts. This will allow the Christian 
community in due course to face up to other challenges 
that await them, so that they can be fully and generously 
engaged in working for the common good of the entire 
nation.” The conference, brought together politicians, 
ambassadors, entrepreneurs and other parts of the 
international community seeking to enable the return of 
Christians to their ancient homelands.  

The link to this story can be found at http://members4.
boardhost.com/acnaus/msg/1507007104.html

By John Newton

Cardinal highlights threat to Christianity in Iraq

A building destroyed in Qaraqosh Iraq © Aid to the Church in Need/
Jako Klamer
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Virtual reality proving 
to be an experience of 
mission like no other
Walking in the shoes of the other has long been a 
quintessential part of Catholic Mission’s formation 
experience, but now it is set to take on a whole new 
meaning. 

Mission in 360 is the organisation’s latest innovation, 
utilising virtual reality technology with footage shot in 
communities around the world. 

Simone Medri, Catholic Mission’s Digital and Online 
Manager, has been responsible for the implementation of 
Mission in 360. He says it opens up a range of learning 
and formation opportunities, particularly for students.

‘We have begun to trial Mission in 360 in schools around 
the country with students who normally participate in 
our education programs, and it is a completely new way 
of learning for them,’ he says. 

‘The beauty of Mission in 360 is that it transports the 
viewer into the scene, so 
they can be a part of that 
life for a few minutes. This 
will really enhance our 
focus on Uganda during 
World Mission Month in 
October.’

The specially designed 
goggles from Catholic 
Mission can be used with 
almost any smartphone 
to enjoy the 360-degree 
experiences available on 
Catholic Mission’s website 
and YouTube channel. 
Communities from Uganda 
and Ethiopia are featured 

in the first Mission in 360 videos. 

St Mary’s Catholic Primary School in Georges Hall was 
among the first schools in the country to have trialled 
Mission in 360. Religious Education Coordinator 
Michelle Gear was enthusiastic about the possibilities for 
her students. 

‘To have the opportunity to be in a different environment 
and to see the different lifestyles that people live is 
definitely going to be beneficial to their own learning,’ 
she said. 

‘I think it’s really good to see things from a different 
perspective, and when we’re looking at Gospel values 
and showing compassion and love to other people, it’s 
important to see those who are living less fortunate than 
us. 

‘It is something that I can see working in this school. I think 
it can be beneficial to [the students’] … understanding of 
other people’s environments.’ 

Mission in 360 will be made available to schools during 
World Mission Month celebrations in October. To enjoy 
Catholic Mission’s 360-degree experiences, please visit 
www.catholicmission.org.au/360. 
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How can we support you? 
With a team of more than 100 locals across the New England 

North West, we understand where you are coming from. 
Centacare NENW offers a range of services and support to individuals, couples, families and 
workplaces including: 

 Mediation—Family Dispute Resolution; Property, finance & workplace mediation 
 Information & education sessions around mental health & family relationships 
 Case work support for individuals & families 
 Aboriginal and CALD support services  
 Counselling & psychological support 
 Free Gambling Help Service for problem gamblers & their families 
 Corporate/HR psychology & Employee Assistance Program 
 Free Carers counselling (through Carers NSW) 
 Disability support services 
 Support for young people through headspace Tamworth 

Call us to talk about the help that’s right for you and your family. 
1800 372 826 

www.centacarenenw.com.au  
Armidale, Gunnedah, Glen Innes, Inverell, Moree, Narrabri, Tamworth, Walgett & headspace Tamworth 

St Edward’s Parish was privileged to host a team from the 
Archdiocese of Sydney and the Diocese of Parramatta, the 
Sydney Senatus of the Legion of Mary. Ten legionaries 
arrived on September 30th and departed on October 7th. 
Five worked in the Parish of Quirindi while the remainder 
worked in St Edward’s Parish.

During the week they visited house bound parishioners, 

The Legion of Mary in South Tamworth
as well as parishioners who had 
drifted away from the practice of 
their faith and they made random 
calls to families to spread the 
good news. Their message to all 
was that God loves us and that we 
can repay that love through prayer 
and good works, especially by 
praying the Holy Rosary. They 
regard it as a privilege to serve 
Our Lady and her Son. In this 
service they regard no matter as 
too small and no obstacle as too 
great. 

The visitors spoke at Mass about 
the importance the Eucharist, 
confession, and prayer especially 
the holy rosary in developing our 
spiritual life. Seven parishioners 

responded to their invitation by becoming auxiliary 
members of the Legion of Mary.

The Diocese of Armidale is fortunate in that this team has 
visited several of our parishes in recent years. All visitors 
are working people who give up part of their holidays to 
promote the work of the Legion of Mary. 
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POPE FRANCIS CALLS ON US TO SHARE THE 
JOURNEY WITH MIGRANTS AND REFUGEES
“May our communities become islands of mercy in the 
midst of a sea of indifference.” Pope Francis

On 27 September Pope Francis launched a global 
campaign to promote the rights of refugees and migrants. 
He is encouraging all of us to talk with a refugee or 
migrant - to hear their story and share their journey.  

Pope Francis is also speaking to governments.  “He is 
urging all nations to improve their role in the protection 
of the world’s 22 million current refugees and to simplify 
their visa application processes,” said Caritas Australia 
CEO, Mr Paul O’Callaghan. “He wants to see families 
re-unified wherever possible and to show a spirit of 
generosity and compassion to those who have lost so 
much.” 

“Migrants are our brothers and sisters in search of a better 
life, far away from poverty, hunger, exploitation and the 
unjust distribution of the planet’s resources which are 
meant to be equitably shared by all,” said Pope Francis on 
Migrant Day, 2016. The Pope’s call for change comes as 

the global Caritas network responds to 400,000 refugees 
who have fled violence in Rakhine state in Myanmar and 
crossed into neighbouring Bangladesh.

Cardinal Patrick D’Rozario, CSC, Archbishop of Dhaka 
said: “Bangladesh has not only opened the borders, but 
we have also opened our hearts with love and compassion 
to the children, women, old, the sick, the wounded and 
even the thousands who are unborn.”

Thirty-eight-year-old Dilda Begum, who fled Myanmar 
for Bangladesh said she didn’t bring a thing. “I just 
grabbed the children and ran,” she said. “We had to pay 
10,000 taka (approx. AU$156) for the boat to cross into 
Bangladesh.” Her two sons lie on the floor of their tent in 
Kutupalong refugee camp, gripped with fever, after the 
long journey. 

The global Caritas confederation recently launched 
an Emergency Appeal to meet the needs of the newly-
arrived Rohingyas in Bangladesh.

Find out more about #Sharethejourney at www.caritas.
org.au/sharejourney
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Youth Camp
A youth camp was organised by St Edward’s Parish 
Tamworth during September. The camp was facilitated 
by the Youth for Christ (YFC), the youth branch of the 
Couples for Christ (CFC). Twenty-two young people, 
mostly from St Edward’s Parish, participated in the week-

end of fun, fellowship and prayer. Talks covered some 
serious topics such as Faith in God, Prayer and Mission. 
All the YFC service team and the participants attended 
the Vigil Mass and went to Confession prior to Mass. On 
the Saturday night they took part in a talent quest and 
played games before bedding down in St Patrick’s Hall. 
The youth were supervised by 8 couples from Couples 
for Christ but this didn’t stifle their spontaneity and fun.  

The Year of Youth will be launched at the Festival and 
run until the end of November 2018. The Year of Youth 
coincides with the ten-year anniversary of World Youth 
Day 2008 in Sydney and the pilgrimage around Australia 
of the Cross of Christ and the Icon of our Lady. This was 
an inspiring example of what can be achieved when the 
church community works in partnership with the power 
of the Holy Spirit, holding up and empowering young 
people as a great gift.

The Year of Youth reminds us that young people must be 
at the centre of any renewal strategy for the Church. We 
must work in partnership with young people’s passion 
and energy to assist us to become more fully alive as the 
body of Christ.

In our preparation for and participation in the Year of 
Youth, the Australian Bishops have committed to the 
following priorities:

•	 Prayer - calling upon the Holy Spirit to open new 
horizons for spreading joy for young people and our 
faith communities;

•	 Being present to young people in a variety of contexts 
to listen, pray and work together to address youth 
injustices;

•	 Nurture the spiritual, emotional and physical 
wellbeing of young people; 

•	 Accompany young people as they discern their 
vocation and place in the world.

•	 Call upon the gifts of all generations of the Catholic 
faith community so that young and old may be 
inspired and fulfill Gods potential on this journey 
together.

The Australian Bishops have entrusted Year of Youth 
in 2018 to the guidance of the Holy Spirit of this great 
southland, and draw inspiration from St Mary of the 
Cross MacKillop.

The Year of Youth

Young people pray together
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BACK COVER: St Philomena’s Moree – ‘Land Down Under’

Senior students at St Joseph’s School in Uralla have 
demonstrated that passion for learning through being 
involved in a business which sells sheep manure.

To capture the imagination of the students and to 
encompass several aspects of the curriculum as well as 
incorporating life-skills, St Joseph’s Uralla initiated what 
has become a functional and sustaining business venture. 
The Business Group project was designed to integrate 
the subjects of Maths, English, PDH and Science. It has 
allowed the students to bring together the key concepts 
from these subjects and apply them in a real-world 
situation. 

Last year, three students Ronald Boxsell, Daniel Murrell 
and Jack Reddon were the driving force behind the 
running of the uniquely student driven St Joseph’s Sheep 
Manure business. 

To date their product has proved very popular with the 
community. 

This initiative has become a functional and sustainable 
business venture that builds skills in researching, 
marketing, budgeting, networking, economics of supply 
and demand, customer relations, communication and 
problem solving. Who would have thought that sheep 
manure was a vital tool in education! But at St Joseph’s it 
has become an essential aspect of the curriculum.

The current business operators, Jack Reddon and Matilda 
Boxsell, believe the experience has added value to their 
schooling life. Matilda explains that she has learnt, 

St Joseph’s Uralla 
Sheep Poo  - 
Learning involves 
passion 

“There should be no fluffing around in business.” Jack 
felt the ‘labour force’ was a challenge as he could at 
times have fired a few because of their ‘laziness’, and he 
came to see that some workers are much more capable 
of doing the job of collecting and bagging manure than 
others! During the course of the two years, Jack has 
invented a purpose-built manure bagger to alleviate and 
expedite the labour intensive job of bagging. It has saved 
many hours of intensive work.

At St Joseph’s Uralla, our belief is that all children should 
have an opportunity to learn, and can learn. Sometimes it 
just takes a little manure!

Jack Reddon & Matilda Boxsell standing in front of the Sheep 
Manure For Sale sign.

The students helping with the bagging of the manure.The Manure bagger in action
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